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The 41st Annual General Meeting of the Club was held at The Cosmopolitan Hotel, 2 Lower 

Briggate, Leeds, on Saturday 18th May 2019, commencing at 1.20 p.m. 

 

INTRODUCTION AND SEDERUNT 

 

The 42 members attending were David Bickell, Stuart de Boer, David & Sandra Brace, Ian Bradley, 

Sally Bramson, Tom Chalmers, Tim Chant, Daniel Cluff, Graham Collett, Pat Dennison, Jane Ellis,  

Nick Hartshorne, Bob Haskins, Neil and Lisa Hebborn, Gas Hill, Keith Holliday, Chris & Chris 

Homer, Andy Hutchings, Paul Hudson, Brian & Angela Jones, Mark Jones, Graham Lambert,  

Larry Latimer,  Keith Lawrie, Donald Lee, Peter & Margaret Martin, John Masters, Derek 

Mowbray,  Chris Parker, Jeff Smith,  Christine Stalham, Roger Taylor, Fred &  Marion Thornton, 

Jeff Vinter, David Ward  and Nigel Willis.  

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies were received from Kevin Arnold, Paul Atterbury, Jonathan Dawson, Dave & Karen 

Godfrey, Nigel Nicholds, Martin Phelan, Dave & Viv Scott, Jenny Vinter, Pete Walker and Derek 

Wilkin. 

 

CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS AND REPORT   

 

First of all let me welcome you all to this lovely meeting place in Leeds. It’s actually the first time 

I have ever attended an AGM hosted by the Yorkshire Group, which shows that it’s far too long 

since last time and I'm sure it won’t be so long to wait before we are back again.  

 

Last year was a notable one for the Club, celebrating its 40th Anniversary with a superb long 

weekend of events in Sheffield. It was a particular delight to spend time in the company of our 

President and founder member Nigel Willis, without whom none of us would be here, worth 

remembering that I guess. Much else has been going on with the Club though, lots of fine walks 

and weekend/week long events, the magazine better than ever and if I may say so a Club with a 

notable, if not total, absence of personal or political issues getting in the way of our hobby in the 

way that afflicts some other clubs. Hopefully the way we do things, the basic culture of the Club, 

contributes to that state of affairs. 

 

Without too much else of great importance to mention I'll just put out a few thoughts for discussion. 

As I've mentioned before we now live in very different times in terms of access to, storing, 

preserving and discussing information. A photograph might be posted on social media and be 

discussed for a day or two before being forgotten, many never get to exist outside the camera (or 

phone) and its storage. So we see many people accessing material on disused railways on social 

media: commenting, perhaps with only a passing interest but perhaps also with a lifetime of 

knowledge. Perhaps its time for Railway Ramblers to accept its role as part of this new order; to 

offer what we can and do (and do very well) in terms of events and of course this magazine, but 

also to firm up links with other groups and individuals putting out information. I know it goes on 

at some levels - here in the North West we have good links with the Railway & Canal Historical 
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Society and organise a joint walk once a year - but some more formal links can be of value too. A 

further example of a valuable link might be Graeme Bickerdike's 'Forgotten Relics' website, 

containing so much valuable material.  

 

Having sadly lost Derek Wilkin to other commitments, we are in need of an an Eastern Area 

Organiser and would welcome a volunteer to take that area, with so many fascinating places to visit 

and explore, forward. More generally though I will appeal for a fresh face or two to become 

involved with the running of the club; just to bring fresh eyes to examining what we do, identifying 

areas of possible change and updating and perhaps helping to make them happen.  

 

Which brings me to the subject of our own publicity. We are currently looking at a pretty much 

complete relaunch of the Club's website, and one of the observations made about both the website 

and our social media presence is that we are not overtly advertising how to join the Club, exactly 

what events we are running and how to access them, in effect 'try us out'. Our difficulty lies in the 

fact that, for practical reasons, we cannot adopt an open door policy where anyone who fancies an 

event can just turn up, but many similar groups do post lists of events including their approximate 

locations. This in turn demonstrates that we are actually out there doing what we say we do; so one 

of our tasks is to increase the information we give about themselves, within reason, to potential 

Club members and walk participants. 

 

Food for thought, I hope. Enjoy your summer rambling - mine takes me to Slovenia in July with 

some fascinating closed lines that I cannot wait to explore, both in the Alps and close to the sea. 

See you 'out there'. 

 

Mark was applauded for his address. 

 

MINUTES OF THE 40th AGM 

 

These had been published on the Club’s website and circulated to the members who had requested 

a printed copy. A summary of the events at the AGM had appeared in Railway Ramblings No.159. 

A motion to accept the Minutes as an accurate record was proposed by Neil Hebborn, seconded by 

Keith Lawrie and carried unanimously on a show of hands. 

 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

 

Following the Committee Meeting on 28th September 2018 there were no items to discuss that are 

not covered on the Agenda at this AGM other than the Expenses Policy which is yet to be fully 

reviewed. 
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REPORTS FROM ELECTED OFFICERS 

 

President 

Nick noted that our founder Nigel Willis had accepted the offer of becoming President at our 40th 

Anniversary banquet meal. This required a show of hands at today’s AGM and was unanimously 

given. 

  

Vice President 

Nick read out a letter received from Paul Atterbury:- 

 

‘I shall be delighted to continue as Vice President for  RR for as long as you want me . I’m hoping, 

as my work declines, to do more walks - may even head one in 2021. I’m sorry I can’t be at the 

AGM.’ 

 

Vice Chairman 

Neil Hebborn read out his Report. 

 

Neil’s appointment as Vice Chairman was ratified by the Committee last September. At this 

Meeting our promotional brochure produced some years ago was discussed and Neil volunteered 

to refresh this. An updated draft of the brochure was circulated to the Committee in January and is 

now ready for publication, subject to finalising the photographs. Following discussion with Jeff 

Vinter it was agreed that Neil would distribute the new brochure with the Autumn Walks 

Supplement. Additional copies will be available. 

 

There are no defined roles for the Vice Chairman. However in the last few months of 2018 Neil 

has supported the ongoing general Committee business (mostly conducted via email), including 

reviewing proposed items and motions for this AGM.   

 

Neil is willing to continue in this post and to take on any specific actions as they arise, to ensure 

the ongoing smooth running of the Club. 

 

Treasurer 

Marion Thornton distributed copies of the Club’s Accounts for 2018 to those present. The Accounts 

themselves are available from the AGM page on the website to members only. 

    

Marion reported on the Club’s strong financial position. In spite of reduced subscription renewals 

there were lower Railway Ramblings distribution costs and fewer Area expenses claimed in 2018. 

One off costs arising from the 40th Anniversary events in Sheffield were virtually met by savings 

in not having a separate Committee Meeting in October. 

 

We are fortunate to benefit from  Bob Spalding’s account with Royal Mail. 
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During the year no donations were made from the Footpath Fund. The Brian Slater Memorial Fund 

had closed following the erection of signs at the site of Escrick Station on the York - Riccall section 

of the York to Selby Railway Path.  

 

Finally, Marion thanked John Brennan for acting as Independent Accounts Scrutineer. She offered 

to answer any questions. 

 

A motion to formally adopt the Accounts was proposed by Graham Lambert and seconded by Nigel 

Willis. 

 

Marion was thanked for her role as Treasurer. 

 

Secretary 

Nick Hartshorne presented his Report on tasks undertaken in 2018:-  

 

AGM  

 Information for the 2018 AGM for inclusion in the Spring 2018 Railway Ramblings. 

 Prepared Minutes for 2018 AGM including a summary for Railway Ramblings. 

 

40th Anniversary Event/Committee Matters 

 Overview of Sheffield hotel arrangements ensuring organisers particularly Gas Hill and Mark 

Jones being supported. 

 September 2018 Committee Meeting for those attending Event in Sheffield –  prepared Agenda,  

prepared and circulated Minutes. 

 

Insurance 

 Renewed the Club’s Insurance February, 2018 and distribution of Certificate. 

 

Administration 

 Updated Club’s Data Protection files following new General Data Protection Regulation 

changes in May, 2018. Also updated Risk Assessment Policy.  

 Footpaths - Dealt with information regarding potential new funding opportunities.  

 

Membership Secretary 

Pete Walker’s annual statistical report (attached as an appendix) was distributed to those in 

attendance and the figures discussed by Mark in Pete’s absence. 

 

There had been no real change in membership numbers or variance in areas in the last 12 months 

but new members had increased and lapsed members decreased.  

 

Nick expressed disappointment that the Channel 5 series Walking Britain’s Lost Railways failed 

to mention Railway Ramblers with only 3 new members resulting from the broadcast. 

Graham Lambert noted the need to target new younger members. 
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Magazine Editor  

Nick read out Jonathan Dawson’s Report: 

 

‘Once again, it’s been a pleasure working with other committed Club members to produce a 

magazine which, I trust, still produces a thrill of excitement in people as each issue comes through 

the letterbox.  

 

‘I try to keep a regional balance to contributions, with the odd international item thrown in, and it 

is always more interesting when members send in news snippets. This sometimes sets me off on a 

detective trail to track down more information.   

 

‘So my thanks to everyone who has contributed in one way or another to Railway Ramblings over 

the past year. A healthy Walks Programme remains the backbone of the Club, while the plethora 

of news items that come via the website and other sources prove that our hobby is in good shape 

nationally. Along with the usual features and readers’ contributions, Railway Ramblings seeks to 

reflect this positivity and variety.  

 

‘My best wishes to all fellow RR members.’  

 

Jeff Vinter proposed a vote of thanks for Jonathan for his excellent stewardship of the magazine; 

this was seconded by Graham Collett. 

 

Magazine Distribution Officer 

Bob Spalding’s ongoing contribution to the Club’s finances was again acknowledged.  Keeping 

within Royal Mail’s 100 gram postal limit, Jeff Vinter was complimentary about Bob’s 24 hour 

turn-round in receiving and despatching each edition. There remains the risk that Bob’s postal 

discount could be taken away at any time. 

 

Information Officer’s Report  

Graham Lambert presented a statistical Report: 

 

34 enquiries had been received via the website in 2018 many about walks/walkable lines and 

membership.  The most interesting were a request for assistance by the Channel 5 programme 

featuring Rob Bell, and publicity for the late Ron Strutt's book about the Westerham Branch. Of 

particular interest to him was the request by his local Friends of the Watermill Theatre near 

Newbury for  a fund-raising walk on a disused railway line which involved a circular walk 

including Burghclere to Old Burghclere,  including a private section owned by Lord Carnarvon 

and a visit to Old Burghclere station. They made a donation of £25.00 to the Club as a thank you 

to him. 

 

Webmaster 

Jeff Vinter presented his Report (see Appendix). 
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Jeff noted the continuing decline in the number of site visitors most likely due to a a shift to social 

media.  He was soon to visit Alan Green in Nottingham who has agreed to help with setting up a 

modern website using Wordpress. This might also offer the option of online enrolment and 

subscription payment. 

 

Jeff remarked that currently a lot of time is spent checking and summarising the often very large 

contributions of mostly copyrighted material which members send to him for the website’s news 

pages; a précis would be greatly appreciated.  

 

Social Media Coordinator 

Mark Jones covered Nigel Nicholds’ Report. 

 

The Railway Ramblers Facebook page has continued its slow and steady growth as an alternative 

internet presence for the Club. The number of people who follow our page currently stands at 520 

compared to 420 a year ago.  If set appropriately Facebook preferences ensure users are notified of 

any changes to the pages.  Posts have ranged from original photographs and descriptions of RR 

walks to re-posts of material from other Facebook pages and news articles.  

 

We especially welcome photographs of walks as they happen or soon after! 

 

There has been much discussion about Facebook of late, particularly the use made of data gathered 

from us users. However, it has always been the case that Facebook privacy controls, used 

appropriately and combined with sensible use of Facebook itself, provide sufficient protection for 

individual users.  

 

Members are warmly encouraged to make use of Facebook; he welcomed any feedback and 

comments to  nnrreast@outlook.com.  

 

SUBSCRIPTION AND CAPITATION RATES 

 

Nick Hartshorne referred to the proposal made at the 2018 Committee Meeting to increase the 

subscription rate by 20% from 1st July, 2019 with an increase in capitation rate from £3.50 to £4.00 

with a minimum capitation funding per Area of £150. 

 

Mark explained the Capitation Rate and how Area budgets were calculated. 

 

Graham noted that a minimum of £150 would create a 2 tier system. 

 

Jeff said that income needs to cover expenditure, including the postage rate that we ought to pay. 

Neil noted that not all Areas spend their full capitation allowance. Jeff said the vast majority don’t 

claim everything and, with e-mail communication prevalent now, postage and phone calls costs are 

saved. 

 

mailto:nnrreast@outlook.com
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Following Marion’s recommendation Mark confirmed there would be no increase in subscriptions 

or capitation rate this year. However an increase in allowance to a minimum of £150 per Area was 

proposed; this was not supported by 2 members attending (Gas Hill abstained, Fred Thornton was 

against due to the possible resulting expenditure by Areas being significant). 

 

Nigel Willis informed the Meeting that he would be making an annual donation of £250 to Railway 

Ramblers (received soon after AGM and acknowledged in writing).  

 

———————————— 

 

A 30 minute break for refreshments was then taken.   

 

———————————— 

 

APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTS EXAMINER   

 

A vote of thanks was given to John Brennan for his role of Independent Accounts Examiner. 

Marion has since confirmed that John is willing to continue for a further year; this proposal was 

made by Tim Chant, seconded by Gas Hill and wholly agreed. 

 

DISBURSEMENTS FROM FOOTPATH FUND 

 

Nick said there was a need to review and ask for renewal of the amount which the Committee is 

authorised to grant of up to £500 per annum for the next 12 months from the Footpath Fund by 

formal consent of those present at the AGM. This was unanimously agreed having been proposed 

by Chris Parker and seconded by Gas Hill.    

 

Bennerley Viaduct - Jeff Vinter had made the Committee aware of this £700k project prior to the 

AGM and circulated photographs and project information at today’s AGM. With £8,500 in the 

Footpath Fund a grant of £3,000 is suggested. As well as a ground level footpath the viaduct would 

be opened to walkers and possibly later to cyclists; Railway Ramblers would have their name 

associated with the viaduct, and local TV would be covering the opening event. 

 

Donald Lee was informed rights of way were not shown on the map circulated; Gas Hill warned 

of past trust issues with local authorities. 

 

A £3,000 grant was proposed by John Masters, seconded by Jane Ellis and unanimously supported.   

 

Keith enquired about making a donation to the Crab and Winkle Trust. 

 



RAILWAY RAMBLERS 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 2019 
 

 

 

 

Page 8 of 12 

REPORTS FROM AREA GROUPS  

 

Activities for the Calendar Year 2018 

 

Chilterns 

Neil Hebborn reported that with the assistance of 3 walk leaders 9 walks were undertaken, 

including the Thame line, Nickey Line, around Catesby Tunnel on the GCR, Quainton Road, the 

Woodstock branch and, together with the Southern group, the Crystal Palace High Level branch, 

with good attendances. 

  

Eastern 

Mark read out Derek Wilkin’s Report. 

 

Derek reported that the Eastern Area had 6 walks including Wivenhoe to Brightlingsea, Great 

Yarmouth to California, South Woodham Ferrers to Cold Norton, South Lowestoft Goods branch, 

soon to be decommissioned signal box visits and finally a Christmas event in Rayne. With 

assistance from other walk leaders, they received most welcome support from around the country. 

Derek was stepping down due to personal commitments and referred to his happy involvement 

with RR and wished everyone the best. 

 

Midlands, East 

In Phillip Earnshaw’s absence Nick read out his Report: 

 

‘In 2018 we ran five walks in the East Midlands Area.  The major highlights for the year were two 

private land walks in Leicestershire and Lincolnshire respectively.  The second of these included a 

private visit to Leadenham Station, which we hope to visit again in 2020 on the next walk further 

north.  The best attended walk was on the clubs 40th Anniversary Weekend on the Great Central 

Railway, the so called Clog and Knocker and associated branches.’ 

 

Midlands, South & West 
Nick reported that Bob Prigg held regular planning meetings and arranged a Christmas event in 

2018. There were 8 advertised walks including out of the Area in South Wales (Penarth Branch). 

A Founder Member 40th Anniversary walk was held in Leicestershire. The year ended with the sad 

passing of long standing member Brian Haggar. 

 

North East 
Gas Hill reported that there were 6 walks in the North East in 2018 starting with the historic 

Wylam- Newburn line and visits to the Seaham, Sunderland and Tynemouth areas. Membership in 

the Area remains low and maintaining a programme in the Area relies on attracting members from 

other parts of the country and avoiding conflicting events in other Areas. Gas also contributed to 8 

walks, including evening and weekday, in other north of England areas including the 40th 

Anniversary events at Middleton/Cromford and around Sheffield’s old stations and approaches and 

the gala events at the City’s Victoria Hotel.   
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North West 
Mark Jones reported that the Group, with the assistance of 3 organisers, had enjoyed a busy year. 

Local walks in 2018 included Bolton - Atherton, Congleton - Biddulph, Temple Sowerby - Clifton 

in Cumbria, the Alston Branch, part of the Bacup - Rochdale line, Reddish - Stalybridge and 

Gathurst - Crisp Delf near Wigan. In addition members from all over the country enjoyed a week 

of walks in Dorset; this included two days on the Somerset & Dorset Railway ,also the Bridport 

and Abbotsbury Branches. In October a four day visit to Aberdeenshire was organised, focusing 

mostly on the Ballater Branch. 

 

Scotland 

Nick Hartshorne confirmed that he had not received a Report.     

 

Mark Jones noted there were plenty of walking opportunities in the Area; many other Areas have 

carried out walks there in recent years. 

 

Southern 

Keith Lawrie reported an excellent year with good turnouts and walks led by 9 leaders. The year 

began with another Capital Day followed by Brockenhurst - Burley (as part of Mark Jones’ Dorset 

week). Further events took in the Kemp Town branch, Longparish branch and a visit to Droxford 

station followed by a walk to Knowle Junction. A walk to check out what remains of railways in 

the Brookfield and Farnborough areas was undertaken. A visit to the IOW took in the Bembridge 

branch. Another walk from Fullerton Junction to Mottisfont included station visits along the way.  

Joint walks were held with the Eastern (South Woodham Ferrers) and Chiltern (Nunhead to Crystal 

Palace) areas. A Christmas event was based in the Gosport area.  

 

South West 

Jeff Vinter reported that there had been 15 walks in the area in 2018 with assistance from 6 leaders. 

The year started with three separate walks in March covering Wenfordbridge to Padstow. The most 

memorable walks were during the Dorset week visiting the Bridport branch and Pikes Tramway, 

and the group’s June and July walks along the Grand Western Canal and Lyme Regis branch when 

they enjoyed glorious weather and superb catering.  In October, the group explored the Axbridge - 

Cheddar section of the Cheddar Valley line, when a 35-seater coach had to be hired to overcome a 

short notice road closure, which suspended the local bus service and imposed an excessively long 

road diversion.  
 

Wales 

Chris Parker recalled the sunny 2018 AGM weekend in Llangollen with a record 28 walk 

participants on the AGM morning walk. Other programme highlights included the Glyn Valley and 

Croesor Tramways. Two of their organisers arranged a Glamorganshire Canal walk and a car-based 

tour of the Aberaeron and Lampeter areas. The Five Valleys Tour reverted to the traditional period 

between Christmas and New Year - 9 took part but a taxi had to be used to cover the absence of 

trains on one section. 
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In October the prolonged hot dry spell, resulting in Llyn Celyn reservoir being at its lowest level 

for years, allowed a walk on much of the normally submerged section of the former Bala to Blaenau 

Ffestiniog line.  Two planned walks coincided with storms; one was postponed, while the Glyn 

Valley Tramway walk in October was curtailed. 

 

Yorkshire   

Jane Ellis reported that in 2018 the Group offered a variety of visits and events, organised and led 

by 9 different members.  Highlight of the year was the 40th Anniversary celebration in Sheffield, 

organised and co-ordinated by Gas Hill.  

 

A memorable day in Conisbrough in South Yorkshire included a private tour of a working quarry. 

A day on the Derwent Valley Light Railway line commenced on foot from York Station; lunch 

was served at the group’s headquarters at Murton Station followed by an afternoon on the trains. 

With ticket proceeds a £150 donation to the “Build a Shed” appeal was made, the excess topping 

up the Brian Slater Memorial Fund. With a generous individual donation funds were available to 

buy a plaque in the shape of a totem and a BR sign. It was lovely to be able to take Brian’s widow 

Jay to the Escrick Station site to see the signs being installed. 

 

In the spring Jane, and others, spent many weeks helping Channel 5 researchers with the episode 

on the Woodhead line for Rob Bell’s TV series, so it was a shame that we received no 

acknowledgement or mention in the end credits. 

 

A vote of thanks was proposed for all walk leaders by Chris Homer followed by applause. 

 

CHANGES TO CONSTITUTION  

 

There were no changes proposed to the Constitution document.  

 

MEMBERS’ MOTIONS 

 

Motion 1 
Is proposed that Railway Ramblers define the terms under which the club will help film 

production companies, the principal of which must be that such companies provide a credit 

and / or other acknowledgement, e.g. in dialogue, for the club’s research contributions.  The 

Club might also consider whether it would be appropriate to ask for the reimbursement of 

reasonable expenses.  

 

Proposed: Jeff Vinter; Seconded: Tim Chant and fully supported. 

 

Comments and suggestions were received from the floor about the lack of publicity given to the 

Club in the Channel 5 series. 
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Motion 2 
It is proposed that Railway Ramblers prepare a list of organisations and websites which 

share an affinity of interest with a view to developing a range of mutually beneficial 

activities, which might include a number of reciprocal complimentary memberships, 

exchanging publicity, sharing information and news feeds, contributing occasional articles 

/ letters for each other’s publications, etc. 

 

Proposed: Jeff Vinter; Seconded: Tim Chant - Supported with the exception of Gas Hill 

who thought more consideration should be given to agreeing reciprocal co-operation. 

 

Following the overall approval of these Motions it was agreed that a Sub-Committee be set up to 

consider the way forward via a presentation to the October Committee Meeting. Also to be 

considered by the Sub Committee was a recommendation to give complimentary membership to 

Graham Bickerdike (Forgotten Relics) for the regular news items supplied to the Club.  

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

  

Jeff Vinter has offered to serve for a further 12 months as Webmaster with no volunteer yet found 

to fill the role. Alan Green has offered his services to work with Jeff Vinter on the development of 

a more modern Website (to be discussed later in 2019) and could over time take over the post  

 

Mark Jones confirmed that remaining current post holders of Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, 

Editor, Membership Secretary, Magazine Distribution Officer, Information Officer and Social 

Media Coordinator had indicated their agreement to continue.  

 

It was agreed that the continuing Committee members be re-elected en bloc. Proposed by Paul 

Hudson and seconded by Jane Ellis. 

 

DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT AGM 

 

As per the Constitution, the 2020AGM will be held on the Saturday falling between the 16th and 

22nd May – translating in to Saturday 16th May, 2020.  

 

It had already been accepted that a venue in eastern England be chosen as the location for our 42nd 

AGM. However Derek Wilkin has now had to step down from his involvement due to personal 

commitments and, after some suggestions from the floor, it was agreed we now ask the Southern 

Area to host the next AGM. [Subsequent to the AGM, a venue in Winchester has been reserved.] 

 

 ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 

Walks on Website 

Jane Ellis had recently raised the issue of allowing details of some forthcoming walks to be 

available on the website in order to encourage potential new members. 
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Jeff had warned that some landowners only consented to allowing walks on private land to 

members, not the general public. If we went down this route Jeff noted that the Ramblings walks 

table would have to be adapted for the website; Gas Hill noted that members of the public who 

joined such walks would have to give pre-notification of their wish to take part also as a matter of 

courtesy. Brian Jones noted that with so much information circulated by e-mail care would have to 

be taken as to what information reached the public domain.  

 

Weekend Walks and Transport arrangements 

Jane Ellis gave an update on arrangements for the Sunday walk. 

 

Thanks 

Mark Jones concluded the Meeting with an acknowledgement for Nigel Willis’ kind donation. 

 

The meeting closed at 4.50 p.m. 

 

Appendices 

 

All of the following will be published on the club’s website: 

 Appendix 1 – Accounts 2018 

 Appendix 2 – Membership Secretary’s Report 

 Appendix 3 – Webmaster’s Report 


