RAILWAY
RAMBLINGS
www.railwayramblers.org.uk

SPRING 2011
No. 129


A TICK IN THE BOX INDICATES SUBSCRIPTION DUE

OFFICERS
Contact details have been removed to protect officers’
privacy in this sample edition published on the Internet
Founder

Nigel Willis.

President

David Shepherd, CBE

Vice Presidents

Bill Pertwee, MBE, and Paul Atterbury

Chairman

Richard Martin

Vice Chairman

Gordon Pirie

Webmaster
and Acting Editor
Editor from
March 2011
Magazine
Distribution Officer
Treasurer

Jeff Vinter

Secretary

Graham Lambert

Membership
Secretary

Pete Walker

Jonathan Dawson
Rupert Nicholson,
Marion Thornton,

AREA GROUP CONTACTS
Chilterns
Eastern
Midlands, East & West
Midlands, South
North East
North West
Scotland
South West
Southern
Wales
Yorkshire

Geoff Sargeant
Phil Wood
Temporary: Phillip Earnshaw
Barry Bubb
Ian Black
Mark Jones
Tony Jervis
Vacant – volunteers please contact the Secretary
Graham Lambert – see under Secretary, above
Chris Parker
Jane Ellis

Enquiries

Please address membership enquiries to the Membership Secretary
and general enquiries to the Secretary.
No telephone calls after 9:30 pm, please. Kindly use email wherever
possible

Contacting Officers

Editorial
I would like to begin by thanking David Brace for his efforts in producing the
last five magazines, and for conducting a survey to find out what members
actually wanted from this publication. This was worth doing, not least since
such a survey was years overdue, and I have made a start at implementing
his findings. While the magazine was being reviewed, all manner of
suggestions were made, but I recommend that we concentrate first on getting
the content right before looking at other possibilities such as a glossy finish
and colour pictures. I should also point out that the extremely reasonable
charges made by our current printers (and the generosity of our volunteers in
claiming so little of the expenses that they are entitled to) are the main
reasons for this club being one of the cheapest in the UK. Change any of that
and the subscription will start to go up – is this really what members want?
I would also like to record my appreciation for all that my colleagues do to
keep the club running, whether it is dealing with some aspect or the other of
administration, or organising first class railway walks around the country.
Railway Ramblers would not exist without their generous giving, which is
expressed in terms of both time and expertise. Recently, I have heard the
club described recently as ‘my’ club. It is not, and never has been! Nigel
Willis started Railway Ramblers back in 1978, and what a rich seam of
interest he tapped. Overall, though, this club – like any club – belongs to its
members, and it is from this resource that the future leadership and talent
must come.
I was born in 1953 and so was 10 years old when the Beeching Report was
published, ushering in a period of sustained damage and loss to the railway
network in the UK. I was too young to travel on many of the lines that I now
walk, yet it is with great satisfaction that I see how much has been achieved
in preventing these old routes from being wasted and lost forever. This club
has helped to purchase four railway paths for the nation, not to mention
helping to finance trackbed clearance, the restoration of several viaducts,
and, most recently, the reconstruction of a major bridge over the River Stour
in Dorset. We can all take pride in these achievements, which have helped to
make both local and national government aware that old railways are not just
some kind of post-industrial millstone, but a valuable resource.
We have helped to create some great railway paths around the UK. Our
walks are enjoyable and informative. We add something to the sum of
human happiness. We’re all in this together, so let’s work together and see
what kind of a difference we can make to old railways in the new decade.
Jeff Vinter (Acting Editor)
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Acknowledgements
This magazine is an emergency measure. I hope that it will not look like it, or
read like it, but I had to compile it in a hurry in order to beat many other jobs
that I knew were on their way to my desk, including a mass of proof reading
from my publisher.
I must express my thanks to all those area organisers who supplied their
walks programmes at short notice, and to all those members who furnished
me with news items and reports for publication. They are stars! Their names
appear alongside their contributions. Ed.

Annual General Meeting
The 33rd Annual General Meeting of the club will be held on Saturday 21st
May 2011 at Lovatt House (formerly Loughborough Goods Office), 3
Wharncliffe Road, Loughborough, Leics, LE11 1SL, commencing at 2:00 pm.
Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Apologies for Absence
Chairman’s Address to the Meeting
Minutes of the Previous AGM
Matters Arising from the Minutes
Reports from Elected Officers
Subscription and Capitation Rates
Appointment of Independent Accounts Examiner
Disbursements from the Footpath Fund
a. Reports from Area Groups
b. Development of Area Groups
Members’ Motions (required by the Secretary 3 weeks before the date of
the meeting) – Publishing the Walks Programme on the Website (David
Bickell)
Election of Officers (see note on next page)
Date/Venue of next AGM
Any Other Business

Refreshments will be available, but will members please let me know in
advance that they are coming so as to assist with catering arrangements.
Note re Election of Officers
Nominations for all positions on the committee are sought and can be made
up to and on the date of the AGM. All nominees must have given their
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consent. The positions of Chairman and Secretary are vacant but all other
committee members are willing to seek re-election. Jonathan Dawson has
volunteered to take on the Editor's position immediately, and has been coopted onto the Committee and will seek formal election at the AGM.
Directions
Lovatt House is adjacent to the Great Central Railway’s Loughborough
station, the postcode of which is LE11 1RW – handy for entering into a
‘satnav’ if you are coming by car. Further details can be found on the GCR’s
website, the address of which is www.gcrailway.co.uk.
By Rail. The GCR station is a 15-20 minute walk from Loughborough station
on the Midland main line. On exiting the station, follow the station approach
road straight ahead into Burder Street, which is joined by the end of the
station car park (on your left). Follow Burder Street for ca. 100 yards to its
junction with Nottingham Road (A60) and there bear slightly right, following
the A60 over the Grand Union Canal, then turn sharp left into Queen’s Road
(still the A60). Follow the A60 as its names changes from Queen’s Road to
Wharncliffe Road, but where the A60 bears right into King Street continue
straight ahead, staying on Wharncliffe Road. Lovatt House will be found on
the left, just before the T junction at the end of Wharncliffe Road where it
meets Great Central Road; the GCR station is just around the corner, about
100 yards away.
By Car. The following instructions have been copied from the GCR website
and are reproduced here for the benefit of members who do not have access
to the Internet.
From the North
• Leave the M1 at Junction 23
• Take A512 to Loughborough
• Now follow instructions as from west below
From the West
• Take A512 to Loughborough
• Turn RIGHT at 2nd roundabout (past University) onto Epinal Way (A6004)
• Turn LEFT at 3rd roundabout (just past petrol station) onto Shelthorpe
Road
• Do NOT follow Great Central Railway sign – this points to Quorn Station
• Follow Shelthorpe road to its end
• At traffic lights turn LEFT (towards town centre) onto A6
• At traffic lights, signposted A60 Nottingham, turn RIGHT into King Street
3

• After 50 yards at road fork, turn RIGHT into Great Central Road
• Loughborough Central Station is on the left at the top of the bridge
From the South
• Leave the M1 at Junction 21A, take A46 then A6 north to Loughborough
• At One Ash Roundabout (near Quorn) turn RIGHT (signed crematorium &
town centre)
• Do NOT follow Great Central Railway sign on the left – this points to Quorn
station
• Follow A6 towards Loughborough
• At traffic lights, signposted A60 Nottingham, turn RIGHT into King Street
• After 50 yards at road fork, turn RIGHT into Great Central Road
• Loughborough Central Station is on the left at the top of the bridge
Valedictions
After six years as your Secretary, which I have found really enjoyable as it
brings me in touch with so many members, I have decided not to seek reelection at this year's AGM. I wish my successor well. Graham Lambert
(Secretary)
This is my final magazine as your Chairman and I've enjoyed my six years in
office – where did those years go?! I wish my successor well. I am also
delighted that we have a new Editor, Jonathan Dawson, and wish him every
success. My thanks to David Brace for his time as Editor – I enjoyed reading
the magazines he produced. Richard Martin (Chairman)

The AGM Weekend Walks
Nigel Willis, the club’s founder, has planned three walks for the AGM
weekend, as listed below.
Sat. 21 May. Loughborough GCR Station to Woodthorpe and Quorn,
returning via the towpath of the Grand Union Canal (ca. 6 miles). Meet at
Loughborough GCR station for a 10:00 am start, which should allow time for
a drink and bite to eat before the meeting. (There is a refreshment room at
the station.)
Sun. 22 May. Groby (pronounced ‘Grooby’) to Leicester West Bridge (ca. 7
miles). Catch the 12:05 pm Arriva 29a bus from Leicester St. Margaret’s Bus
Station for a 15 minute ride to Groby (Newton Linford Lane) – be there
punctually, because there’s an hour’s wait if you miss it. This departure time
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was correct in January 2011, but intending participants are advised to check
via www.arrivabus.co.uk before travelling. Walk from Groby along the Groby
granite quarry line down to Groby Pool and back, then continue to Glenfield
and the site of Leicester West Bridge station. This is part of the Leicester &
Swannington Railway which was opened on Tuesday 17 July 1832, making it
one of the oldest railways in the world. On a Sunday, the Stamford Arms at
Groby may serve food on demand, but Sunday lunch for prior bookings is the
norm, so a packed lunch would be the safest bet.
Mon. 23 May. The former LNWR Loughborough to Coalville line (ca. 9
miles), starting at Whitwick Market Place at 10:30 am. If travelling by bus,
there is currently an Arriva 126 service from Leicester St. Margaret’s Bus
Station leaving there at 8:55, arriving at Loughborough at 9:40. It then
continues to Whitwick, arriving at the Market Place at 10:17. Whitwick is 2
miles north of Coalville.
The line proceeds north out of Whitwick to Thringstone then comes around in
a broad sweep passing the ruins of Grace Dieu Priory to follow an easterly
route to Blackbrook, close by the A512. It enters the outskirts of Shepshed
then there is a break where the M1 passes under. The path then takes the
edge of the Garendon Park Estate to enter Loughborough.
As with Saturday’s walk, intending participants are advised to check the bus
times beforehand using www.arrivabus.co.uk.

Filmed for Posterity
Chris Bedford’s ‘Dumpman Films’ business specialises in recording scenes of
bygone transport and industry before they are re-developed and disappear
forever. During 2010, Chris published DVDs on Tunbridge Wells West,
Redgate Mill to Heathfield, Princetown to Yelverton (to be featured, hopefully,
in the next edition of this magazine), and Lydford Junction and Mary Tavy
stations. He also produced a non-railway DVD on the Cuckfield Royal
Observer Corps bunker, which has now been restored. Right at the top of
Chris’s list for 2011 is an ambition to visit and document the Midhurst to
Petersfield line, which for a number of reasons has been delayed. As soon
as the weather cheers up and time permits, he will be out there, hopefully
before the leaves of spring start to obscure the views. Other possibilities for
2011 include a film documenting the route of the old A23 and a start on the
railways of the Isle of Wight.
Aside from the filming, Chris has been pleased to have Dumpman Films
achieve a bit more visibility, particularly at a shop in Brighton called ‘Timeslip
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DVDs’, which specialises in this sort of thing. Dumpman Films also became
bang up to date by having an entry on Youtube with a ten minute compilation.
You can see this by going to the website www.dumpman.co.uk and looking in
the ‘links to wonderful websites’ page and scrolling to the bottom.
Full details of all the films made so far can be found on the website
www.dumpman.co.uk and any questions you may have will be quickly
answered. The blog carries regular updates of Chris’s filming activities.

Old Railways Around Castle Douglas
Between Saturday 12th and Monday 14th June last year, Phil Earnshaw ran a
‘Castle Douglas Weekend’, which attracted 21 participants. These are his
reports.
Saturday 12th June 2010: The Kirkcudbright Branch
(Castle Douglas to Bridge Of Dee and Ringford to Kirkcudbright)
The Kirkcudbright Branch was built as a single line, opening to goods traffic in
1864. Whilst passenger services began shortly thereafter, a new station had
to be constructed at Castle Douglas (St. Andrew Street) as the Board of
Trade required modifications to the junction with the main line. This took
several months to resolve, the station at St. Andrew Street subsequently
being deemed, albeit slowly, surplus to requirements. The route led a fairly
uneventful life apart from the odd accident, one of the most notable being
when an engine failed to stop in Kirkcudbright Station, ploughing its way
across the main road before letting off some steam in the adjacent buildings.
The passenger service was withdrawn on the 3rd May 1965, goods traffic
following a little over one month later on the 14th June.
The branch today has been largely lost within Castle Douglas although the
overbridge at St. Andrew Street still remains. From the edge of town, the
branch can be followed on a public footpath and, though initially indistinct,
becomes far better as it passes through the National Trust’s Threave Estate.
The footpath ends quite abruptly on an island in the River Dee, having
passed over one of its arms on an attractive bridge. The second bridge has
long since been lost and little remains walkable to Bridge of Dee Station
which survives, despite an early closure date of 1949, as a heavily modified
private house.
The next part of the route is again impassable and, whilst a stretch is possible
prior to it being engulfed by the main road, it is largely uneventful save for
birds of prey circling around, looking for their next meal. On the other side of
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the A75(T), the formation can be walked to Tarff with little difficulty, the station
building there now sitting adjacent to an industrial area which has eradicated
any other features of interest. As a point of note, a quality establishment
exists in Ringford on the A75(T) called the Old School House, a former school
that has been converted into an all day ‘eatery’ but which still shows its
heritage. Here food and refreshments may be sought and, whilst the prices
may not be rock bottom, it is both pleasurable and recommended.
Beyond Tarff the trackbed may be followed for around 1½ miles as it
continues its course high above the main road, now the A762. As the
formation emerges from a wood, suddenly and without warning you look out
on a railway abyss, the route having vanished without a trace to Tongland. At
Tongland, the line crossed the River Dee by means of the impressive
Tongland Viaduct. Today, the viaduct has largely been consigned to the
history books, although parts of the structure remain between the A711 and
the river, and south of the river itself. A short piece of formation remains
beyond, although a cutting on this stretch is infested with nettles and thence
infilled. The last point of interest is the still extant Kirkcudbright station
building, which serves two local businesses, namely a turf accountant and a
beauty and fitness studio. The rest of the site has been cleared and built
over.
Sunday 13th and Monday 14th June 2010: The Port Road
(Gatehouse of Fleet to West Parton and Castle Douglas to Dalbeattie)
The following report describes the line from Creetown, east of Newton
Stewart, to Dalbeattie, including both of the above walks and those sections
which had to be omitted due to time constraints, difficulty or limited interest.
The Port Road or Paddy Line is the name given to the cross country route
that linked Dumfries to Stranraer and Portpatrick. It came about due to the
ambitions of two separate companies, namely the Castle Douglas & Dumfries
Railway, which opened a railway between the towns in its title on 7th
November 1859, and the Portpatrick Railway Company, which effectively
extended this line to Stranraer on 12th March 1861. Stranraer was also
connected to Glasgow via Ayr and, once economies were considered, there
was always likely to be one outcome. As a result, the line closed as a
through route between Maxwelltown ICI (just west of Dumfries) and Challoch
Junction (about 6 miles east of Stranraer) on the 14th June 1965.
Creetown is a fairly small community better known these days due to its
connections to the film 'The Wicker Man' starring Edward Woodward. The
station was not exactly convenient for the community, it being a fair walk
uphill. Today the station, once a scene of complete dereliction, has been
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brought back to life. The main station building and remains of the platforms
still exist, with a guard's van completing the scene. It is understood to be a
holiday home. Next door, the goods shed has been converted to a private
residence, the station house performing a similar function. The route is
awkward to walk to Gatehouse of Fleet due to various obstacles which have
arisen since the line was closed. For example, en route Culcronchie Bridge,
which crossed the burn of the same name on four masonry arches, has sadly
been demolished, which only adds to the frustration one feels when tackling
this section.

Above: Big Water of Fleet Viaduct, looking north east on 16th March 2010.
(Phil Earnshaw)
Gatehouse of Fleet Station, some six miles from the small town which it
purported to serve, made Creetown Station look positively convenient. Just
over the top of the 1 in 80 climb from Creetown, it stood in the wilds at the top
of the Water of Fleet Valley. The poor siting of both these stations was as the
result of saving money, the ideal route via the coast (which would have
served Gatehouse of Fleet and Creetown far more conveniently) being
deemed too expensive to build. Today, Gatehouse of Fleet Station house
survives as a private residence and the platforms remain, although
overgrown. Leaving the station, the remains of the goods facilities survive at
the start of a public footpath, which extends over one mile to near the site of
Big Water of Fleet Viaduct. This piece of the formation is used as a track and
provides glorious walking as the route winds its way under the Clints of
Dromore, giving views of the viaduct as it is approached. Big Water of Fleet
Viaduct is simply stunning due to its size and location. It is probably one of
the finest disused railway locations in the whole of Britain. The structure has
some twenty arches and was constructed by McNaughton and Waddell in
1860. Ironically, it is not pretty: it is made of local granite, latterly braced,
while its piers are reinforced by brick sheathing which is looking battered and
worn due to the pasting it receives from the prevailing elements in the Big
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Water of Fleet Valley. Its survival, whilst still precarious, is much better than
some twenty years ago since it is now in Sustrans’ portfolio. It has a single
track deck which is still ballasted and, whilst partially fenced off, can still be
crossed – but with extreme care.
On the other side of the structure, the trackbed is not pleasant for a short
distance before it becomes a forestry track to the site of Little Water of Fleet
Viaduct. This viaduct of nine arches, also made of local granite, was
constructed by the same contractor in the same year as that crossing Big
Water of Fleet. Sadly, it did not escape demolition in the same way.
However, the void can be negotiated and an overgrown trackbed followed
onwards to Loch Skerrow. Near the loch can be found the remains of the
concrete platforms of the station that existed here, as well as foundations for
the watering facilities, some houses and the signal box. The rest of the
formation to New Galloway is a superb track and footpath passing through
some barren country, which is softened in part by areas of forest. En route,
the line crosses the four arch Loch Stroan Viaduct, a fairly minor structure in
comparison with the two that would have proceeded it.
In time honoured tradition, New
Galloway Station was nowhere
near the small town of the same
name but situated in the hamlet of
Mossdale, some five miles distant.
Today, the station house and part
of the platforms survive, the former
being a private residence. The
goods facilities are also evident.
The trackbed beyond is easily
followed on an adjacent road,
although for the last mile before
Loch Ken the old railway follows
the Black Water of Dee. This
stretch can be accessed for a
limited period of time each year
when there are no game
requirements. At the end of this
section, the route crosses Loch
Ken or Boat of Rhone on a three
arch,
bowstring
viaduct
Above: The moss and lichen covered constructed by Thos. Nelson & Co.
platform at Loch Skerrow Halt on 21st in 1860. The wooden decking can
June 2008. (Phil Earnshaw).
take a car but is extremely
dangerous to cross on foot since, potentially, you could fall through it. It is
fenced off at its eastern end to prevent people trying to cross or jump from it.
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It was therefore a real coup to get permission to cross as a group, thanks to
the club’s insurance, the structure being opened specially for our passing.
Once over Loch Ken, the route passes without interest to Parton Station, now
a heavily altered private residence, complete with its single platform. It then
continues near the shore of Loch Ken to Crossmichael, and sections are
walkable although not attempted on the weekend in question. However, a
visit was made to Crossmichael station, where the group were fortunate to
meet with the owner and walk around the site. The main station house
survives, as do both the remains of the platforms and the goods facilities.
The station is no longer a pristine site, and the number of abandoned cars on
the station approach will not have helped to discourage vandals, who have
finished off the signal box which, it is understood, was not in the best of
condition. Its haunting charred remains still stand at the end of the down
platform.
The next section to Castle Douglas holds little of walkable interest these
days, except for a short embankment south of Townhead of Greenlaw and a
small section approaching the junction with the Kirkcudbright Branch within
Castle Douglas itself. The station in Castle Douglas has largely vanished
under a Tesco supermarket, although the adjacent station hotel and goods
shed still survive. On leaving Castle Douglas, the route is lost to a re-aligned
A745, but can be followed beyond – with a degree of difficulty – to the former
crossing of the Urr Water, where the bridge has been removed although the
supporting pillars still survive. Nothing remains of Buittle station en route,
which is not surprising since it closed in 1894. The final section to Dalbeattie
can be followed in part, the station at the latter location being now a largely
levelled site.
Whilst most of the above journey has much to commend it, I would
particularly pick out a circular walk from the visitor centre at Dromore,
incorporating the section of formation from Gatehouse of Fleet Station to Big
Water of Fleet Viaduct, and the section of line from Mossdale Car Park (New
Galloway station) west as far as Loch Skerrow and return. Both of these offer
easy walking on good footpaths. It is also advisable to do the walk early or
late in the year in order to avoid the Scottish midge.

Proposed Website Changes
Listings of Structures. In the last edition, David Brace reported his findings
from the recent questionnaire. One of his recommendations was that the club
should continue to publish listings, e.g. of important surviving structures such
as bridges, viaducts and tunnels, but ‘in moderation’. These listings provide
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useful information for anyone planning a walk, whether as an individual or a
walk leader, but the information would benefit from being published in its
entirety rather than by instalments in our quarterly magazine. The club’s
website is the obvious place for this, and Ralph Rawlinson (who compiles
these lists) has kindly agreed that his material can be published there.
Therefore, I recommend that it be added to the section for the gazetteer, e.g.
under a new menu option called ‘Relics’ or something similar.
Walk Information. David Brace also recommended that a standard layout
should be used for future walks, while David Bickell (see page 2) has asked
that the club considers publishing details of its walks on the website –
although these must exclude those over private property, where the owners
offer one-off access to paid-up members but not the general public. A new
‘Walks’ page on the website could do all this by providing access to both a
standard template for walk details, and any suitable regional walks.
The Southern Area already has a walks template which could be published
easily on the website. It may not be perfect, but provides a good start and
can be revised to iron out any imperfections. So far as regional walks
programmes are concerned, I would be happy to receive these in electronic
format, e.g. as Microsoft Word documents. I would then convert them to
PDFs (‘portable document files’) prior to publication on the website, the
benefit of PDFs being that they are secure from unauthorised alteration.
What I cannot do is copy type programmes for those areas that do not use a
computer, but hopefully members could take on this task to help their local
area organiser.
Many of the club’s walk leaders spend a lot of time preparing walks, and what
they want is effective publicity that brings out members in sufficient numbers
to justify the effort. However, if we publicise our walks on the website, i.e. the
biggest public forum in the world, then walk leaders must keep track of which
participants are members and non-members. This is because our Public
Liability insurance covers non-members for only three walks per year.
Therefore, if a non-member has attended three walks already, then he/she
needs to join the club before participating in a fourth event.
I would emphasise that the above are just recommendations which are
intended to support our walk leaders and improve our service to our
members. I am very mindful that all of the club’s officers are volunteers, and
in my opinion no committee should treat volunteers as though they were hired
men and women. There should be no three line whip on this. I hope that
everyone involved will be able to see the benefits of these suggestions but, if
someone has to rush out a programme of walks in an abridged format, e.g.
due to other commitments at home or work, then so be it.
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Online Magazines. David Brace suggested that we should consider having
an online magazine as well as a paper based one. I am in two minds about
this, since publishing the magazine (as well as the walk programmes) online
would be to give away the main benefits of membership for nothing, which
might increase the numbers of participants on a walk but not necessarily the
numbers of members; what impact would this have on the club’s finances?
A short-term solution would be to publish one or two past magazines on the
website, in PDF format. I could add these magazines to the current
Membership page, where they would give intending members an opportunity
to view our product before taking out membership. [After due discussion, the
option of receiving an electronic as opposed to a printed magazine should be
rolled out to members in 2014.]
Summary. I suggest that the following recommendations be voted on at the
AGM, e.g. under ‘Any Other Business’:
• Listings of Structures: publish in full on the website.
• Walk Template and Walk Programmes: publish on the website.
• Online Magazine: publish one or two past editions on the website.
If any members have strong views one way or the other, please let me know
before the meeting.
Jeff Vinter (Webmaster)

Letters to the Editor
The Basingstoke & Alton Railway
I am sure that all of us who took part in last year’s Southern Area walk along
the Basingstoke and Alton line will want to join me in thanking Graham
Lambert and John Everest for a superb piece of organisation, not least for
persuading so many landowners to provide access to the trackbed and for
putting in place the complex logistics of car shuttles that transported us
between sections.
Since the visit, I have been investigating a couple of queries that were raised
by members on the day. The first concerned the partially-infilled underbridge
just south of Shalden level crossing. This is, indeed, Bridge 7, as illustrated
on page 115 of The Basingstoke and Alton Light Railway by Dean, Robertson
and Simmonds. Contrary to their caption, however, it has not been
demolished due to road improvement. As we saw, the occupation track
which once passed beneath it has been diverted over the trackbed alongside
what is left of the bridge. It is testament to the fact that, contrary to common
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belief, this line was not built on the cheap, that thieves have been removing
the remains of the bridge because of the value of the blue engineering bricks
which it contained!
The second query was about the location of Salter Hatch level crossing, near
Lasham, where the famous scene from the film ‘The Wrecker’ was filmed.
Sadly, this spot has virtually been lost to road improvements, without even a
commemorative plaque to mark it. We passed by it at speed during the
afore-mentioned car shuttles.

Above: Map of key locations at the southern end of the Basingstoke & Alton
Railway. (Editor, from a sketch by Ron Strutt)
In fact, my research suggests that the crash did not take place at Salter Hatch
crossing itself (which was where Spain Lane crossed the line) but at an
occupation crossing slightly to the north-east. I suspect that, even in the less
safety conscious 1920s, crashing a train on a public level crossing might have
been a step too far!
When Lasham airfield was built in 1940, it blocked the old A339 road between
Herriard and Lasham village and the road was diverted westwards, using part
of the, by then, disused trackbed of the Basingstoke and Alton line as it ran
round Lasham Hill. Salter Hatch crossing was where what is now the link
from Spain Lane joins the diverted A339 to the west of Lasham village and
airfield (grid reference SU 657429). The crossing where the crash actually
took place was a short distance away, just opposite the present road junction
where the road that runs west from Lasham village (passing Lasham Hill
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Farm) joins the A339 (SU 658431). I hope that the above sketch map makes
things a tad clearer.
Ron Strutt
In the 1980s, I attended several events hosted by the Industrial Archaeology
Unit at Southampton University and was lucky enough to see a collection of
historic transport films presented by John Huntley, the noted film historian.
John reported how the local farmer complained that he was still ploughing up
bits of train from his fields 50 years after the famous crash was staged. Ed.
Railway Rambling in Fife
I just wondered if anyone has ever thought about walking the East Fife
Central Railway or the Fife Coastal Railway. It’s in the Kingdom of Fife where
I lived for many years. I know the locations of all the disused stations and
both of the routes. My dad still lives in the area, and it would make a great
weekend if people were interested. This link to the Fife coastal railway shows
the line in operation from the cab of a DMU during the changeover years from
steam to diesel: www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LrZxjdgrIg
If you are interested or want any more information, please let me know.
Thank you.
Billy Brown
(Email address removed)
Billy is an engineer with Network Rail who lives and works in Stockport. His
offer of help was too good to pass up, so I have put him in touch with Tony
Jervis (Scotland), Mark Jones (North West) and Jane Ellis (Yorkshire) in the
hope that they can develop this idea into an event for our members. Ed.
Lundy and Caldey Islands
Having read Jeff Vinter’s piece on the islands of the Bristol Channel in the
Summer 2010 edition, I looked out for the tramway when visiting Lundy in
August. It ran along a cliffside terrace path that can be seen from an
approaching boat. In summer 2010, sleeper impressions were clearly visible.
English Heritage has done a survey covering the Granite Quarries and other
items ‘at risk’ on the island, available via the internet. It describes the
tramway route in detail and says a 200 metre incline ran from the dressing
floor to the beach, although it does not say how it might have operated.
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Incidentally, an old postcard of Caldey Island (off the Pembrokeshire coast)
shows what appear to be side tipping drams on a pier. Is there anything
railway-wise left to see there?
David Thomas
Over to the members! What do you know about railways on Caldey Island?
Ed.

Railway Rambling on the North Yorkshire Moors
The North Yorkshire Moors are well known for their scenic splendour, as well
as the famous preserved railway which runs from Grosmont to Pickering; they
also offer some superb railway rambling. Alas, the summer weather failed to
live up to expectations when Jane Ellis visited in August 2008 …
Saturday 9th August 2008: Rosedale Circular Walk
Bill Jagger and I had planned a weekend of walks back in the snow, ice and
hail of winter and early spring, expecting to have in August perfect, high
summer weather for walking two industrial lines on the North Yorkshire
Moors. However, the best laid plans … a terrible weather forecast probably
put off several potential participants and reduced our numbers to 11 brave
souls on Saturday 9th August for the Rosedale Circuit, despite a lot of interest
beforehand. Sure enough, the rain poured down all day, and even the
marvellous views from the moor tops could not be appreciated as we were
above the cloud base for most of the day, giving us hopeless visibility.
But we were not downhearted and this was still a classic walk beginning
today at Blakey Bridge, one abutment of which still stands at the side of the
road from Hutton le Hole to Castleton, the only underbridge on the whole line.
The railway to Rosedale West opened in 1861, meandering around the heads
of Farndale and Westerdale after leaving Ingleby (later Battersby) Junction
and climbing up the 1,430 yd. long Ingleby Incline, which varied from 1 in 11
at its foot to 1 in 5 as it approached the moor top. We first took a look at
Blakey Junction, from where the 1865 extension to the mines on the valley’s
east side was put in. These days, there is little here apart from a few
foundations to identify the small community of Little Blakey which sprang up
at the lineside to house the railway’s staff, although we could trace the layout
of the junction with the help of its diagram.
Walking due south along the shelf in the valley side which carried the line, we
came off at ‘Sledge Shoe’, where a water supply is channelled down from the
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moor top, and forged our way down through the wet bracken to cross the
River Seven. By the footbridge over it – Rosedale’s own ‘Seven Bridge’! – we
had our tea stop, a pretty spot on a nice day, but today we were just dripped
on incessantly by the trees. Mary Mathison cheered us up considerably
though by sharing out her fruit cake, made to the celebrated recipe of Richard
Lewis’s mum (accessible from the Home Page of the club’s website). Up the
hill to Low Baring, the terminus of the Rosedale West branch, we walked the
course of a 3 ft. gauge tramway which operated briefly through Knottside in
the 1870s to exploit an outcrop of ironstone, which was quarried along the
side of the escarpment and into Northdale. (The short tunnel which carried it
beneath Knott Road is filled in.) This is now a track through a densely
forested area, and here we had a modicum of shelter to have a quick bite of
lunch before tackling yet more tall, wet bracken. Little information has
survived about this tramway, but it is known that in 1873 two 0-4-0 ST
locomotives worked it, the ‘Emily’ and the ‘Rosedale’, which were both
redundant by 1879 when they were sold. Railway historian Ken Hoole wrote
in 1971 that an NER goods shed was still intact close to this line, but there
was no sign of it having survived since afforestation covered the area. The
tramway continued for some distance above the kilns, apparently
disappearing underground at one point before the tubs disgorged their loads
of ironstone for roasting.

Above: The crumbling water tower base at Rosedale, photographed on the
recce, which was carried out on a rather gloomy, snowy day at Easter 2008.
The trackbed can be seen clearly in the foreground, curving right. (Jane Ellis)
We emerged from the undergrowth by the old East Branch goods station at
Low Baring, joining the standard gauge line to follow its sinuous course on a
shelf high above the valley. Despite the conditions, here at least we had
plenty to look at along the way, such as the remains of the Black Houses
(linesmen’s cottages covered in black bitumen to protect them from the
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weather), various levels of railway and tramway, and the spectacular remains
of the two massive banks of roasting kilns. These have been saved from
crumbling away by the intervention of the National Park Authority, which has
spent a large sum on preserving such important industrial monuments.

Above: The vent shaft for the lime kilns at East Rosedale, seen on 14th April
1968. This old photograph makes it clear why walkers are prepared to climb
all the way up here – the views are superb. (Mike Hodgson)
Towards the head of Rosedale, we crossed the series of high embankments
where the streams from side valleys were contained in fine, stone-lined
culverts. These are walkable on dry days and the intention had been to
traverse them, but in weather like this we gave it a miss. Rounding the valley
head, we came to the remains of the brick building which supported the
branch’s water tank, then we were soon back at Blakey Junction where we
dried out a little in the nearby Lion Inn with a much needed hot meal!
Sunday 10th August 2008: The Newbridge Quarry Tramway
Sunday was a much better day, with some good sunny spells in between the
short-lived heavy showers, and we attracted 15 walkers for our trip on the
Newbridge Quarry Tramway. After gathering at Pickering station to see the
first steam train of the day arriving, we walked northwards on paths within
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sight of the NYMR to the level crossing at Newbridge, where a short branch
came off the Whitby & Pickering line, running into a quarry yard. However,
the line we were exploring was never connected to this, being of 2 ft. gauge
and constructed in 1919 for transporting quarried sandstone. Initially a fairly
small scale operation, the trains were hauled for the first few years by just
one locally built (and rather primitive) petrol locomotive, but in 1928 a steam
locomotive was brought in to help, a Kerr Stuart 0-4-0 saddle tank. From
1932, various Ruston diesels augmented the fleet, but the line was closed
and lifted in 1961, following which it was made into a roadway. (Many thanks
to Mike Hodgson for providing this information.)
It was nice to see a ‘Walkers Welcome’ sign for the first time ever on one of
our railway rambles, as we walked the trackbed through the deep post-glacial
valley of Gundale, sharing the first half mile today with the local shooting club,
whose members use the area for target practice. No real clues of past
railway activity remained on the ground, but with the help of an old OS map
the railway’s course was easily traced. The line had been cut into the rock
face through Gundale Woods and there was a level area, cleared of the
forestry which now fills the valley, at Saintoft Quarries, its most northerly
extent. Here we ate our picnic in bright sunshine, sheltered from the strong
wind which we could hear in the treetops. Retracing our steps back to the
present day quarry and stone sales area, we inspected the old kilns which in
the 1920s produced bricks from crushed sandstone, a short-lived enterprise
owing to their ‘soft’ nature. As this was a fairly easy day compared with
yesterday’s efforts, we had time to watch the steam trains (and one Deltic) on
the NYMR, and as the sun had now come out to stay we continued to the
southern end of Pickering to find the junctions, bridges and crossing keepers’
houses on the three lines which used to connect Pickering with Scarborough,
Malton and Helmsley.

Wales – A Confession
In my haste to prepare this magazine, I failed to include an article on Wales
and must apologise for this omission to all members living in that country.
Mind you, those whom I cajoled into writing for this edition – ‘I say, can you
supply with me with an interesting article more or less instantly?’ – might tell
Chris Parker that he has had a lucky escape. Seriously, though, if you have a
good article on a disused railway in Wales, do send it to me, and I will forward
it to my successor with a recommendation that it be published in the summer
edition. On a personal note, it was a delight to see the Ystwyth Trail opened
a few years ago on the former GWR branch line from Aberystwyth to Strata
Florida, and I wondered if someone fancied paying a visit and supplying an
illustrated report on that. The scenery looks promising! Ed.
18

Two Ways to Help
At the 2010 AGM in Durham, a number of suggestions were made as to how
members could promote and generally help the club. Two of the most
practical were for members to make local walking groups aware of railway
paths, and to offer to lead a walk in their own locality.
So, if you belong to a local walking group, how about leading a walk for them
which takes in all or part of a railway path? Our website contains a complete
list of all those railway paths in the British Isles which are two miles or more in
length. With a bit of ingenuity and a study of the local OS map, it should be
possible to devise a circular route, perhaps even including a bit of old canal
towpath, or even part of a Roman road. While you might not be able to cover
all three types of route, a walk like this can be a great eye-opener for how the
‘works of man’ have affected the landscape. If you want a supply of
attractive, full colour brochures to promote the club, then get in touch with our
Secretary, who holds stocks of these.
Another very practical way of helping would be to volunteer to lead a walk for
your local RR group. Your area organiser would be delighted to hear from
you and can offer help and advice, including publicity in both local newsletters
and this magazine. At the end of the day, you know your own local area, so
who better to lead an exploration of it? In the near to medium future, we are
planning to develop a guide to leading railway walks, which will include tips
on how to trace and negotiate with local landowners who own old railway
land. However, until such time as this is available, there are plenty of official
railway paths to explore, and the number is growing all the time. Sometimes,
new routes are advertised only locally and so escape our attention. If you
know of any such developments in your own area, please let us know – a
quick letter or email to the Webmaster or Editor will ensure that any new
railway path in your area gets some publicity on a wider stage.

News from ‘Bygone Lines’
This is our quarterly digest of news about Britain’s lost railways, compiled by
Ralph Rawlinson and members of his ‘Bygone Lines’ user group. These
items cover the period November 2010 to January 2011.
England
Cumbria: Cleator Moor Jn – Workington (Siddick Jn) C&WJR closed pass
13.4.1931. It was announced in November that the cycle bridge which
utilised the piers of the former railway bridge built by the Cleator &
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Workington Junction Railway, and which was damaged in the November
2009 floods, will be replaced by a new bowstring structure.
Derbys/Notts: Awsworth Jn – Derby GNR closed pass 7.9.1964. After
visiting Bennerley Viaduct in July 2010, members of the Sustrans board
commissioned John Grimshaw to carry out a survey of feasible east–west
routes across the Erewash Valley which will link towns on both sides of the
valley and also tie in with longer distance routes and the Erewash Valley
Trail. The viaduct is expected to be the focal point of these routes and a
cycling Mecca in this area. For further details, see http://erewashvalley
rangers.blogspot.com/2010/12/bennerley-viaduct.html
Devon: Barnstaple – Lynton LBR closed all traffic 29.9.1935. Exmoor
Associates, a company working alongside the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway
Trust to reinstate this famous narrow gauge line, are trying to raise capital to
purchase Snapper Halt (located 3 miles outside Barnstaple) including
approximately one mile of trackbed and some adjoining farmland. At the
station itself, both the original SR concrete shelter and platform edging
remain. Once acquired, this new section will raise the combined length of the
original trackbed owned by both the L&BR Trust and Exmoor Associates to
17.9% or 3.46 miles of the total 19.3 miles of the original line.
Greater Manchester: Cheetham Hill Loop LYR closed all traffic 14.9.98. A
short section of line is on course for re-opening in the spring. It is between Irk
Valley Jn (on the line to Bury) and Newton Heath, the first stage of the
Manchester Metrolink extension to Oldham and Rochdale. It involves part of
the Manchester Victoria East Jn – Thorpes Bridge Jn via Collyhurst line
(known as the Cheetham Hill Loop) and the connection over the lengthy Irk
Valley Viaduct on the spur from Irk Valley Jn.
Hampshire: Fareham – Gosport L&SWR closed pass 8.6.1953. The work
of converting the derelict former 1841 grade ll listed Gosport terminus into a
£5.5m housing and office development was completed last autumn and
residents have moved into the 35 flats and houses created in the main
building whilst the central trackbed has been turned into a communal area.
North Yorkshire: York – Market Weighton NER closed 29.11.1965. The
former signal box at Warthill has been converted into a one-bedroomed
house and in November 2010 was on the market for £295,000. For further
details, see http://tinyurl.com/34u24v9
West Yorkshire: Headfield Jn – Dewsbury South Jn closed 3.5.1960.
Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council has submitted a planning application
for the Dewsbury & Ossett Greenway that includes virtually all of the former
GNR spur between Dewsbury South Jn and Headfield Jn, roughly half of
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which is carried on viaduct and bridges. When built, it will also form a link to
Kirklees Way (NCN69) which utilises part of the Dewsbury Loop, another
GNR line. For further details, see http://www2.kirklees.gov.uk/business/
planning/application_search/detail.aspx?id=2010%2F93167
Warwickshire: Kenilworth – Berkswell LNWR closed pass 18.1.1965. In
November 2010, Warwickshire County Council gave the go-ahead for a
Sustrans Connect2 scheme to convert this former line into a cycleway. A
bridge over the A429 will also be built as part of the full proposal. Not
mentioned is that high speed rail link HS2 will use a short length of the
trackbed at Burton Green. For further details, see http://tinyurl.com/2bh9n2l
and http://www.kenilworthweeklynews.co.uk/news/local/your_cycle_support_
made_a_difference_1_2210366
Scotland
Angus: Montrose – Inverbervie NBR closed pass 1.10.1951. In Montrose,
most of the first 1½ miles (the Caledonian Railway’s link) to the site of
Broomfield Road Junction is already a cycle path (part of NCN1). Now Angus
Council proposes to create a two mile extension to link up to the North Water
Viaduct. This will use the disused trackbed through Kinnaber, skirting around
the west side of the fields immediately south of the viaduct to avoid conflict
with farming and to maintain the privacy of Kinnaber House and its gardener's
cottage. For further details, see http://www.montrosereview.co.uk/montrosein-focus/230000-project-gets-the-green.6509065.jp
Fife: St Andrews – Leuchars NBR closed pass 6.1.1969. The campaign to
re-open the line between St. Andrews and Leuchars is gaining momentum.
In November, it was reported that Corus, Railfuture and the local community
council had pledged money towards an engineering study. It was also
boosted by a debate in the Scottish Parliament and support from local opinion
polls.
Morayshire: Aviemore – Forres HR closed pass 18.10.1965.
The
Strathspey Railway's extension to Grantown-on-Spey is just three miles from
its goal, but after the line closed the bridge over the A95 at Gaich was
removed and the road straightened obliterating about ¼ mile of the formation.
Exploratory work has now begun to examine ground conditions for the
prospective new tunnel that the Scottish MoT has stipulated must be built
under the road. The private line has to find a quarter of the £5m cost.
Wales
Anglesey: Gaerwen – Amlwch LNWR closed pass 7.12.1964. The local
community council have converted Llanerchymedd station building into a
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heritage centre, museum and community café. It was officially opened on 6
November 2010.
Mid Glamorgan: Tynycaeu Jn – Trehafod BarryR closed pass 10.9.1962
and Maesaraul Jn – Treforest TVR closed pass 21.3.1952. The 4.6 mile
A473 Church Village bypass was officially opened in September 2010. This
has taken over a ¾ mile footpath based on the former Barry Railway's
Tynycaeu Jn – Trehafod line between Station Road, Efail Isaf, and the site of
Tonteg Viaduct, but an overbridge has been retained to carry a footpath that
runs the length of the bypass. On the Taff Vale line at Rhiwbrwdwal, one of
the bypass's access roads has breached the trackbed whilst, further north at
Tonteg, the road has utilised another short section of the alignment.
Approximately 95% of the track has been lifted on Llantrisant – Cwm Llantwit
Colliery, the last section to close.
Do any members actually visit the website addresses or so-called ‘URLs’ that
we publish in this section? Some of them are not easy to copy type – one of
those above is 1½ lines long, while others contain finger-tangling
combinations of letters, numbers and special characters. If nobody uses
these addresses, they can be removed from future editions. After all, many of
them have been set up on the club’s website, where they require nothing
more than a single mouse click for access. Ed.

News from the Website
Once again, we are publishing recent news which we have published on our
website for the benefit of members who do have Internet access.
Horsebridge Station, Hampshire. By the time that members read this
report, a decision will have been made one way or the other, but Mrs. Val
Charrington – the long-standing owner of Horsebridge station on the former
LSWR Test Valley line from Romsey to Andover – has been facing problems
with her local authorities. Test Valley District Council has decided that the
marquee which she erects during the summer months for wedding receptions
(necessary to help finance the maintenance of the station) are an
‘undesirable development in the countryside’ that ‘adversely affects the quiet
enjoyment of this rural area to the detriment of the distinct landscape quality’.
It is worth pointing out that the station is a listed structure where everything
must be maintained in authentic period detail, often at great expense. It is
also worth pointing out that the marquee can be seen only by path users
travelling north on the Test Valley Way, and then for only a few hundred
yards. It is in the valley floor, is smaller than nearby farm buildings, and
stands well below the tree line. Val was told on 3rd January that her case
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would be heard on Friday 14th January, so time was tight – but the club did
manage to circulate details (including the planning application number and
the email address of the relevant planning officer) to 30-40 members. These
included the indefatigable Ralph Rawlinson, who then alerted about 1,000
other individuals with a known interest in old railways.
Even if Val wins this case, her tangles with bureaucracy are not yet over.
Next, Hampshire County Council wants £15,000 for her to continue to offer
cream teas at the station on Sundays in May and September.
During December, the club’s electronic membership system was altered to
include a new field for members’ email addresses, so we will be able to alert
more members should something like this happen again in the future. Ed.
Luxulyan to Ponts Mill, Cornwall. English Heritage has awarded funding
for a survey of Treffry Viaduct on Treffry's Tramway to be undertaken, as a
result of which the structure will close for two weeks from 4 January 2011 for
this to be carried out. Cornwall Council and Cornwall Heritage Trust own the
landmark, but leakage and tree roots are causing damage which threatens its
long term future. The viaduct is 89 ft high and 650 ft long, with each of its 10
arches having a span of 40 ft. It last carried traffic in the 1930s, but has been
used for many years as a footpath. (Chris Sawle and Ralph Rawlinson)
Edington Junction to Bridgwater, Somerset. Having been closed for
several years due to a local landowner withdrawing permission for his land to
be crossed, the short railway path between Cossington and Bawdrip has now
been re-opened thanks to the generosity of a (presumably different) local
landowner. The trail runs for just under a mile from the former level crossing
at ST 354406 to ST 345398, just east of the site of Bawdrip Halt. Enthusiasts
of the Somerset & Dorset Railway will recognise this as part of that
company's former Bridgwater branch. This section now forms part of The
West Country Way, NCN3, The Stop Line Way and NCN33, the latter now
being open between Burnham on Sea and Chard, thus adding 17 miles to the
existing cycle route. (Sustrans Ltd)
Kemp Town Tunnel, Brighton, East Sussex. Moves are afoot to arrange
some walks this year through Kemp Town Tunnel on the short branch from
Brighton to Kemp Town. The walks will form part of the 2011 Brighton
Festival, provided that the negotiations are successful. (Ralph Rawlinson)
Radstock to Frome, Somerset. In May 2010, we reported plans to extend
Collier's Way (NCN24) from Great Elm to Frome. Now representatives from
Mendip District Council, Frome Town Council and Frome's Missing Link (a
local organisation dedicated to making these plans reality) have met to decide
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how to move the project forward, starting with an investigation of the land
ownership issues. In addition, Rupert Crosbee from Sustrans has had an
informal meeting with Network Rail to gain an understanding of NR's views
about the cycle trail being routed alongside part of the single track freight line
from Whatley Quarry to Frome North Junction, just east of the town's historic
railway station. (It is one of very few to retain its overall Brunelian roof.) A
website, www.fromesmissinglink.org.uk, has been launched to keep
supporters up-to-date with developments. (Editor)

Above: The new Hodmoor Bridge on the Somerset & Dorset Railway is
situated a short distance north west of Stourpaine & Durweston Halt. This
was the view on Sunday 7th November, a couple of hours after hundreds of
walkers, cyclists, horse riders and wheelchair users had poured across after
the official opening ceremony. What this photograph does not show is the
series of brick-built flood arches which have been restored to the right of the
picture, out of view. (Editor)
Sturminster Newton to Stourpaine, Dorset. The new Hodmoor Bridge over
the River Stour on the S&DR north west of Stourpaine was opened officially
on Sunday 7th November.
Hundreds of well-wishers gathered at
Shillingstone Recreation Ground at 11:30 a.m. for a two mile walk to the
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bridge, where at 12 noon there was an official opening ceremony including
the traditional cutting of the ribbon. (Editor)
Broadford Pier to Kilchrist Quarries, Skye. The Heritage Trail Project and
Broadford Environmental Group are installing a new span on the original
abutments of the railway bridge at Broadford in order to create a 2½ mile
'heritage footpath' along the trackbed of a 3 ft. gauge line built in 1904 by the
Skye Marble Company. This will enable Broadford Pier to be linked with the
original quarries, the remains of which occupy a lonely spot half way up a
mountain. The project, backed by a sizeable consortium of community and
local government interests, will restore a section of track on the pier and
install an information board. (Editor)

Beware of the Bull
Members may be aware of a recent news story about a married couple, both
members of the Ramblers’ Association, who were attacked by a bull when
following a public footpath across a field. They were friends of Nigel Willis,
the founder of this club, who had worked with the husband for 32 years. He
was killed outright and his wife put in hospital for weeks with both external
and internal injuries; she will be on medication for the rest of her life. The
light was fading and the bull was on to them before they knew it.
Nigel wrote to the Ramblers’ Association about this incident and, while the
association’s full reply is too long to reproduce here in full, the salient points
are as follows:
• The present law is defined by section 59 of the Wildlife and Countryside
Act of 1981, which was debated in Parliament between 1980 and 1981.
• The government of the day defeated all attempts to amend this section,
even though section 59 was controversial and was hotly debated.
• Under this section, the owner of a field may not allow a bull to be at large
in it unless it is either (a) no more than ten months old, or (b) not of a dairy
breed and at large with cows or heifers.
• The list of dairy breeds defined by the Act (Ayrshire, British Friesian,
British Holstein, Dairy Shorthorn, Guernsey, Jersey and Kerry) is now out
of date since there are many newer breeds, but this section remains
unchanged.
• Under the Health & Safety at Work Act of 1974, employers and selfemployed persons (a definition that covers most farms) are obliged to not
put at risk the health and safety of persons not in their employment.
Breaches are primarily the responsibility of the Health & Safety Executive,
but there is no restriction on who can prosecute.
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The Ramblers’ Association takes the view that all breeds of bull should be
banned from fields crossed by public rights of way, and has sought
repeatedly to get the 1981 Act changed. Following this tragic incident, it
intends to pursue a review first with the National Farmers’ Union, and then
with the government.
Anyone who walks in the countryside should be familiar with this case and
take appropriate steps to protect themselves, and we must wish the RA
success in its attempt to force a belated review of section 59.

By Great Eastern from Maldon to Witham
Last September, Phil Wood led a walk for the Eastern Area along the 6½ mile
branch line that used to link Maldon with Witham. This is his report.
On Sunday 5th September 2010, eight of us met at Witham station. I
welcomed two Southern Area members, John Everest and Graham Lambert,
and hope they enjoyed their day. It was nice to see Geoff Sargeant ‘up and
running’ again, together with Glen Leonard (but see comments in the
Programme of Walks. Ed.) Likewise, I was pleased also to welcome Roger
Roberts and son Kerry, and of course Mike Cobley. We started from the
Maldon end of the branch, at first viewing the magnificent former Maldon East
station building, then walking a short distance along the A414 Maldon Bypass
before gaining the trackbed, now the ‘Blackwater Trail’. Part of the former
railway triangle could be seen in the trees, where a line once went south to
Woodham Ferrers via Maldon West.
We walked past a lineside hut before Langford and Ulting halt was reached
with its intact platform. A short road section followed, then a mile and a half
of trackbed in a cutting as we approached Wickham Bishops, where the
station house (now privately owned) and platform are preserved in excellent
condition. We decided to ask the owner for a visit and were shown around,
which was an unexpected bonus. Further on, there are two famous wooden
viaducts which are both designated ancient monuments, restored by Essex
County Council in 2005. Unfortunately, the restoration was carried out using
Baltic pine, which looks as if it will not go the distance of the hardwood used
originally by the Great Eastern Railway. The southern viaduct is on private
land and is inaccessible, so we walked round to the northern one – it may be
famous but is isolated from the walk proper, although you can walk
underneath it using the footpath that runs alongside the River Blackwater.
We walked on to the structure and, although restored, it appears that the
wood has not been treated because it is starting to rot. What a shame that
the through walkway planned by Essex CC has not so far materialised!
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Above: John Fisher’s delightful pen and ink drawing of the preserved north
viaduct at Wickham Bishops.
Timber viaducts are more commonly
associated with American railroads, but I.K. Brunel often finished his early
viaducts with timber arches as a cost-saving measure, while the famous
Barmouth Viaduct is timber-built and remains in use to this day.
From here, we walked along a footpath to access a private section of the line
which is owned by Oliver’s Farm; I had obtained permission to walk this
section prior to the walk. Then it was a welcome cup of tea in the new tea
rooms at Oliver’s Nurseries, and a chat with the gentleman who had given us
permission. After our tea break, we had to follow a short road section before
regaining the trackbed to walk through the suburbs of Witham. The line here
still has quite a rural feel to it, and we passed the remains of another
trackside hut before reaching the end of the walk close to the Great Eastern
main line.
This northernmost section of the line remained in use until the 1970s as a
truncated stub from the branch junction at Witham. When I first walked here,
I came across ‘Rom River’, no. 4421, a Kerr Stuart chain-driven diesel which
must have worked to and from the local industrial estate. With the exception
of this short section, the rest of the line closed to passengers in 1964 and
goods in 1966. Overall, this was a very good walk and, once again, many
thanks to all those who took part.
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Memories of North Cornwall
One of the problems with composing a magazine ‘on the hoof’ is the lack of
material, especially when one’s predecessor as editor has fled to the
sunshine of Colorado for several weeks! I have therefore allowed myself the
indulgence of some personal recollections about the lost railways of beautiful
North Cornwall. I hope that members will enjoy these and the accompanying
poems but, if not, I will be a sitting target on the ‘top table’ at the forthcoming
AGM!
The emptying train, wind in the ventilators,
Puffs out of Egloskerry to Tresméer
Through minty meadows, under bearded trees
And hills upon whose sides the clinging farms
Hold Bible Christians. Can it really be
That this same carriage came from Waterloo?
On Wadebridge Station, what a breath of sea
Scented the Camel valley! Cornish air,
Soft Cornish rains, and silence after steam …’
From Chapter 4 of ‘Summoned by Bells’
by Sir John Betjeman
It is well known that Betjeman travelled several times a year by train from
Waterloo to Wadebridge, often using the famous Atlantic Coast Express. His
destination was Trebetherick, a village two miles north west of Rock, the latter
sitting opposite Padstow on the north bank of the River Camel. The
encumbrances of luggage must have forced him to alight at Wadebridge
rather than continue on to Padstow; I expect that he took a taxi for the last leg
of his journey, or perhaps had friends from Trebetherick come by car to meet
him at Wadebridge station. There was, and still is, a ferry across the estuary
between Padstow and Rock, but it would have been tiresome to lug heavy
suitcases or trunks down to the water’s edge. However, by alighting short of
the railway’s final destination, the poet missed the most scenic part of the
journey, for on leaving Wadebridge the ‘emptying train’ chugged along the
south side of the Camel estuary, holding up holiday traffic at the level
crossing on the A39 as it erupted out of Wadebridge station, and then
hugging the water’s edge until it clattered across the three arch girder bridge
over Little Petherick Creek before finally pulling into Padstow station, 259¾
miles away from bustling Waterloo.
After my wife and I were married in the 1980s, we took our honeymoon in
Padstow and resolved to travel there by train – a slanted homage to
Betjeman, perhaps, although we came in via the Great Western rather than
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the Southern route. In practice, our travel arrangements entailed taking the
train to Bodmin Road (now Bodmin Parkway) and then continuing by bicycle.
Our outward journey was a railway cock-up of epic proportion. We left our
home in Romsey at 8:10 am and cycled to the town’s station for the 8:30 am
departure to Salisbury. This train was so late that we missed our connection
at Salisbury, and at that time the Salisbury-Exeter line ‘enjoyed’ (if that is the
right word) only a two-hourly service. I should add that we had been required
to book our bicycles on to each train, especially the HSTs west of Exeter, but
we arrived at Salisbury to discover that our connection was already at Tisbury
or beyond with two unoccupied cycle places on board. We spoke to the area
manager at Salisbury station, who telephoned ahead to Exeter St. David’s to
ensure that the same thing did not happen again there. It did not. Rather, a
different cock-up awaited us. The staff at Exeter professed no knowledge of
any arrangements made by anyone at Salisbury and told us, to use the
modern parlance, ‘No way’: the westbound trains were likely to be packed for
hours to come, and there was no room for our bicycles on any service. It
required some blunt determination on my part, and a reminder that British
Rail was ruining the start of our honeymoon, before an arrangement was
made to convey us to Bodmin Road after a another two hour delay .
On arrival at Bodmin Road, we knew that we would have to cycle 17 or so
miles to reach Padstow, but were heartened by the knowledge that the Camel
Trail had recently been extended back from Wadebridge to the level crossing
west of Boscarne. However, this was little consolation as we struggled up the
steep hill north of Bodmin Road station, and we wondered what the denizens
of Bodmin must have thought of the GWR’s provision of a station so remote
from their town. It was a great relief to reach Boscarne level crossing and
take to the newly opened cycle trail, free at last from all the traffic with its
associated noise and dangers. By now, it was getting on for 9:00 pm and we
thought we had have a lovely, tranquil ride ahead of us, unencumbered by
any other trail users. We were right about the latter, but someone had left a
huge lump of rock on the trail just before Wadebridge station and, in the
failing light, I failed to spot this and cycled straight into it at speed.
Miraculously, my front wheel was undamaged, but the rear one was so badly
buckled that it would not pass through the rear forks.
Fortunately, I carried in my tool bag a marvellous little device called a spoke
key, which had cost me just 50p a few years earlier in a bicycle shop on the
Isle of Wight. (On that occasion, I had managed to crash into a T junction –
another story for another day!) Now, I turned my bicycle over on to its
handlebars and, with the spoke key, gradually adjusted the tension on each
spoke until the wheel was true enough to spin again, but I have to admit that
some of the spokes ended up under such tension that it is a wonder they
didn’t break under the strain. Needless to say, the repair was not easy in the
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darkness – we had only dynamo lights so I had to work largely by touch – and
there was much cursing about the imbecile who had seen fit to leave a rock in
the middle of the newly opened cycle trail.
Eventually, after 30-40 minutes of hard work, I deemed my bicycle fit to use
again and at about 10:30 pm we finally headed west across the A39 in
Wadebridge, setting off on the final 6½ mile leg of our journey. At last, things
began to go right. There was now a little moonlight, while our powerful
dynamo lights really lit up the way ahead. After a few miles, the estuary had
widened enough for us to see Padstow in the distance, its lights twinkling
through the darkness and reflecting in the river. I could not help thinking that
train drivers in the past would have seen the same sight and known that their
journey was near its end. After all the frustrations of the day, I finally felt a
warmth and sense of complete ‘rightness’ about campaigning for railway
paths. What could be better than this? It was heavenly to be cycling through
the cool darkness, with the lapping water of the river to our right, and the
distant lights of a Cornish fishing village beckoning us on. We finally arrived
at our B&B in Dennis Road just before 11:00 pm. The proprietors – friends of
ours whom we had got to know over several years previous – had assumed
that we were not coming and had given up on us; little wonder when we
arrived over 5 hours late.

Above: Delabole station without its slate cladding (see overleaf) from an old
black and white photograph. In 1985, the station did not look this good.
Happily, it has now been restored, but the current owners have surrounded it
with leylandii – it must seem like a prison inside their garden. (Ron Strutt)
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On a previous trip, we had hired a car and visited all of the stations on the
North Cornwall line, thus seeing first hand all of those places that Betjeman
had travelled through so many years before. Amazingly, all of them were still
intact, although Delabole was a miserable sight. The building had obviously
suffered from water ingress, and so the railway had covered it in sheets of the
locally quarried slate, an inky black material which added greatly to the sense
of desolation and ruin that surrounded this derelict reminder of lost holidays
and lost transport connections. Twenty years after closure, this was what a
rural railway station, consigned to oblivion in the name of the Great God
Economy, actually looked like. I cannot deny that the railways in the 1960s
were costing the nation a fortune, and clearly something had to be done; but
the sense of utter waste here was palpable. Even the nearby slate quarry
was deserted and derelict.
South of Delabole, we paused briefly to look at the trackbed near Trelill,
where the only tunnel on the North Cornwall line was to be found. The scene
here was not much better. Given the lack of population in North Cornwall,
and the consequent paucity of people who might explore such places, the
trackbed had become little more than a narrow thread through the
encroaching scrub. It was obvious that, in a few years’ time, it would become
completely impassable.
When I returned home to Romsey, I worked a combination of these
experiences – at both Delabole and Trelill – into a poem called ‘A Cornish
Lament’. Nigel Willis was kind enough to publish this in ‘Railway Ramblings’
many years ago during the first of his several terms as editor, and recently I
brought the poem out of retirement for scrutiny by members of The Poetry
Society in Chichester. They gave it a good hammering – and I use these
words advisedly, because it did get hammered, but the suggestions and
comments were both good and constructive. As a result, I present the first
publication of what this piece has become, after 25 years of tinkering …
A Cornish Lament
After Betjeman
The plume of smoke below Tresmeer has gone.
The porter and the ticket clerk have flagged the final train.
Their neatly tended flowerbeds, abandoned, run to seed.
Their station windows weep Atlantic rain.
Now lorries pound St. Breward’s parish roads
and serried ranks of empty cars are crammed on Padstow quay,
while buckets, spades and sun-hats throng the briefly milling coves,
and surf-boards crowd the cruel Cornish sea.
31

The Bible Christians’ rugged homes remain
though juxtaposed with bungalows, where city refugees
review their life’s investment funds, and lend the lonely coombs
a foreign sense of dull suburban ease.
The plume of smoke below Tresméer has gone.
No footsteps pace the platform edge where concrete flagstones crack.
The lichen-crusted, dull and rusted paintwork floats to earth.
A kestrel eyes its prey upon the track.
As a footnote to these reminiscences, it was heartening to read in the August
2009 edition of ‘Heritage Railway’ that Cornwall County Council wanted to
recover (by negotiation presumably) as much as possible of the old North
Cornwall line to form a new off-road, railway-based walking and cycling route
to link the Tarka Trail in Devon with the Camel Trail in Cornwall. Cornwall CC
had left it late in more ways than one, for the line had then been disused for
43 years, while it was itself due to be replaced by the all-embracing Cornwall
Council from 1st April 2010. We must hope that this worthwhile initiative does
not get overlooked as a result of the change of administration, but let us close
on a hopeful note. The local authorities in Dorset, with their outstanding work
on converting the Somerset & Dorset Railway (also closed for over 40 years)
into a long distance trail, have shown what can be done when the political will
is there. May Cornwall Council go forth and do likewise!
If you enjoyed ‘A Cornish Lament’, you may like to know that an anthology of
my verse is available – see www.jeff.vinter.talktalk.net for details. Ed.

Numbers on Railway Bridges – A Mystery Solved
Have you ever been out on a railway ramble and found mysterious numbers
stencilled on to some old railway bridge, situated miles from anywhere? Who
put them there? What could they mean? Will they direct you to the nearest
pub? (Alas, no.) Ron Strutt reveals all …
When you’ve been wandering along old railway lines, you may have come
across strange codes on disused bridges. Normally painted in black on a
white background patch, most consist of three letters followed by a number,
for example MEL 22. Maybe you’ve wondered what they’re for.
The answer is that they uniquely identify any railway structure in the country,
including bridges, viaducts, tunnels, retaining walls and culverts. The codes
consist of two parts: an Engineer’s Line Reference (ELR) which uniquely
identifies a section of route, followed by a number which represents what is
often referred to as the bridge number on that route.
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The ELRs were introduced in the 1980s with the growth in the use of
computer systems, though they were based on a system that had been in use
on the Great Western Railway. For this reason, the line from Paddington to
Penzance via Bath is known as MLN (for Main Line), though it is subdivided
into MLN1 (Paddington to North Road Junction), MLN2 (Cornwall Loop
Junction to St Germans) and so on, because of the distance involved.

Above: Whetley Bridge on the Bridport branch (closed in May 1975) is still in
the care of BRB Residuary, as this stencilled sign reveals. Since BR Western
Region painted the parapet of the bridge black, later engineers have opted for
the simple solution of using white paint for the stencilled lettering. BRP is the
Engineers’ Line Reference for the Bridport branch, while 5-12 indicates that
the bridge is situated 5 miles and 12 chains from the junction at Maiden
Newton. For those unfamiliar with the old imperial system of measurements,
there are 80 chains to a mile. Thus, if you knew that there was a pub in
Maiden Newton, this sign would actually tell you how much further you had to
go! 1st May 2010. (Editor)
The codes generally reflect the railway system as it existed in 1980 so that, in
my neck of the woods, the Waterloo to Weymouth line is BML (Bournemouth
Main Line) throughout, even though the section from Dorchester Junction to
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Weymouth was built by the GWR. However, the coding for the GWR line to
Penzance was still based on the long-forgotten practice of reversing through
trains at Plymouth Millbay and there are countless other oddities! A full list of
ELRs has been compiled by enthusiast Phil Deaves and is available on his
website at the address shown at the end of this article.
Most lines take their ELR from the junction point with the ‘senior’ line from
which they branch, so that the Portsmouth Direct Line starts at Woking
Junction and has an ERL of WPH. Just to confuse things, though, some
sections of route can apparently have two ELRs. For example, the Windsor
lines out of Waterloo are coded RDG, being treated as a separate line to the
adjacent main lines.
Some ELRs cover very short sections of track. For example, the Reading
West Curve has its own (RWC) as does Willesden InterCity Depot (WGS)
and Waterloo International station (JAT). Some of the ELRs commemorate
railway companies of long ago. The line from Exeter to Devonport via
Okehampton is DAC, recalling the Devon & Cornwall Railway, while EKR
represents the old East Kent Railway from Shepherdswell Junction to
Tilmanstone Colliery. The origin of other ELRs may be more obscure. The
line from Nine Elms Junction to Linford Street Junction that used to bring
Eurostar trains into Waterloo International is coded AHG after the initials of
the site engineer responsible for the construction of the link!
ELRs are used not only for the operational railway but also for disused lines
since the British Railways Board retained responsibility for many structures
on these lines after closure, a responsibility which has, in many cases, been
passed to its successor, BRB Residuary Limited, a company owned by the
Department for Transport. In some cases, such as on the Lynton &
Barnstaple line (reference BEZ), these obligations have existed for nearly 80
years since closure.
Railways are in an unusual situation as far as structures are concerned.
Railway companies could only build certain structures such as bridges with
Parliamentary authority. Once that authority had been granted, the railway
became liable for the structures and was limited in its ability to dispose of
those responsibilities to other owners if the line closed. If the railway sold the
trackbed and the new owner became bankrupt, liability would revert to the
railway even if the freehold of the land had been sold. It is only when a
disused line is transferred to another statutory body, such as a local authority,
that the railway can be completely sure of ridding itself of its obligations.
The result is that BRB Residuary remains responsible for a large number of
disused railway structures, even where they may, apparently, have been sold
off. In East Grinstead, for example, BRB Residuary has transferred
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ownership of the trackbed of the St Margaret’s Loop to Railway Paths Ltd.,
along with responsibility for the bridges that cross it, but in the final analysis
responsibility would revert to BRB Residuary should Railway Paths Ltd.
cease trading.
Even if a bridge is demolished, the railway retains
responsibility for the remaining abutments!
BRB Residuary is also
responsible for some structures that have nothing to do with closed lines.
Where the Rewley Abbey stream runs close to the railway in Oxford and the
railway had to build new bridges to carry a footpath across both the railway
and the stream, Network Rail owns the bridge over the railway but BRB
Residuary owns that over the stream.
In 2008, BRB Residuary presented a paper to the House of Commons listing
all the structures for which it remained responsible. Another enthusiast,
Adam Brookes, has created a website which combines this information with
Ordnance Survey mapping and the postcode database to show the locations
and details of these structures. Simply by entering all or part of an ELR code
or a postcode into the appropriate box, all relevant BRB Residuary structures
will be listed and indicated on a map. If you don’t have a postcode for the
location, another useful website, New Popular Edition Maps, provides
digitised Ordnance Survey maps from the 1940s and 50s, a useful tool in
itself for railway enthusiasts, which shows a selection of postcodes for most
localities.
Sadly, there is one big cloud on the horizon. Under the Government’s
programme of reducing quangos, BRB Residuary is to be abolished and its
functions will be transferred to the Department for Transport. Will this mean
the end for whole lot of old railway structures which have so far resisted the
demolition man?
If you want to delve further into this fascinating subject, the following websites
will help you:
• ELRs: http://deaves47.users.btopenworld.com/ELRs/ELR0.htm
• BRB Residuary properties: http://www.adambrookes.co.uk/brbr/property
• New Popular Edition Maps: http://www.npemap.org.uk/

Calling Southern Tramway Experts …
The History Press has recently accepted Mark Jones’s proposed book on
horse-drawn tramroads. The provisional title is Discovering Britain's First
Railways, but Mark needs more material on the south. He is familiar with the
Brill Tramway, the Purbeck and Portland tramways, and the Surrey Iron
Railway – but what other early tramroads were there in the region? If you can
help, please get in touch using the contact details inside the front cover.
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The Art of Lost Railways
The Victorians loved a good ruin and, if the ruin was not elegant or elegiac
enough, thought nothing of bashing it up a bit more. (This is the sort of thing
that could happen when there were no planning authorities.) I have heard it
said that Basingwerk Abbey in north Wales ‘enjoyed’ some improvements of
this kind, which lends this article a sort of symmetry because Basingwerk is
one of the very few abbeys in the UK, dissolved or otherwise, which can be
reached on a railway path – in this case, the one from Greenfield to Holywell,
based on the steeply graded Holywell Town branch. But I digress. When the
ruin was suitably distressed – and picturesque – a Victorian artist would then
come along and record it for posterity. Sometimes drawings or oil paintings
were produced, but etchings were also very popular because, despite the
extra effort required to make them, they could be reproduced in quantity and
sold to produce an income for the said artist who might otherwise be forced to
languish in a lonely, unheated garret. (I accept that I may be overdoing the
‘artist in suffering’ idea a bit, but please make allowances – this is my first
article on any kind of art history since 1969.) The Victorians certainly didn’t
do some of these ruins any favours, but were they the real culprits? One
could argue that the ultimate blame rested with the mediaeval monarchs who
tamed the barons and trashed their castles, and then Henry VIII who
performed the same ‘service’ for countless monasteries and priories
throughout the country.
So far as railways in the last 50 to 60 years are concerned, the roles of
mediaeval monarch and institution-basher have been fulfilled first by the BR
Modernisation Plan, and then the infamous ‘Beeching Report’ of 1963 which
bore the stamp of its principal author and overseer, Dr. Richard Beeching,
first Chairman of the British Railways Board, newly created in 1961. What
seems almost extraordinary nowadays is the lack of thought given to what
might be done with all the old railway infrastructure once it was no longer
needed. In most cases, the simple answer was ‘nothing’. As a result,
throughout the country, thousands of railway structures – denied the routine
maintenance that they had enjoyed for a century or more – began to crumble
and decay. That so many of them lingered on more or less intact bears
testimony to the quality of their original construction, but gradually time and
the eroding action of rain and ice began to take their toll. Slowly, the
country’s disused railways became for us what mediaeval castles and
dissolved abbeys had been for the Victorians – romantic ruins recalling past
greatness. After that, once again, there came artists.
Over the years, this club has enjoyed the support of several notable artists,
the most prominent being our President, David Shepherd, CBE. The
desolation of once great steam sheds such as Nine Elms, and the poignancy
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and romance of their soon-to-be-lost greatness, was not lost on him and
resulted in a number of dramatic works which helped to cement his reputation
in the 1960s as a modern artist with mass appeal. More recently, Denis
Baxter has produced fine etchings of old railway structures, while John Fisher
produced some delightful pen and ink drawings to illustrate the very first,
privately published edition of Vinter’s Railway Gazetteer. One of these fine
drawings illustrates Phil Wood’s report on the former branch line from Witham
to Maldon, published elsewhere in this journal.
However, the one artist whose work was seen most by members of this club
was Margaret Evans from Fife, who during the 1980s and 1990s provided a
steady supply of pen and ink drawings, sometimes with pencil or ink wash
shading, for use in these magazines. I had thought that all of this material
had been used but, faced with the sudden need to edit an edition of ‘Railway
Ramblings’ for the first time in 15 years, investigated drawers, cupboards,
nooks and crannies which had lain undisturbed for most of that time. What I
discovered in a box was an envelope that I had received from Margaret just
after I had finished my last edition, number 70, in 1996. This envelope was
packed with about 20 of Margaret’s fine illustrations, and I make a start on
publishing them, very belatedly, here and now.
You will see that Margaret has a very fine style, and packs masses of
architectural detail into each drawing. She has a fine eye for the elegance of
these once everyday structures, and captures – especially in her winter
scenes – a sense of the waste and forlornness that attended most railway
architecture after it had become surplus to requirements. There are few
sights more evocative and sad than a finely engineered bridge left straddling
a stream or farm track, with the embankments either side demolished. That
Margaret should devote so much time to recording these structures in such
wonderful detail also reveals care, affection and dedication, not just to her art,
but also to many of Britain’s lost places – and this, in a sense, is what
Railways Ramblers as an organisation is all about. We are extremely lucky to
have had such a talented artist serving our cause.
For captions, I have used the original notes which Margaret provided with
each drawing. Her written style is distinctive and occasionally comes across
as ‘thinking aloud’, when it can seem almost like one side of a conversation.
Many of her letters began, ‘Well, Jeff …’ and then went on to explore ideas
and deliver news.
These wonderful drawings, together with their informative and characterful
captions, have been buried long enough. Given the interest expressed by
both Billy Brown and Jane Ellis (and no doubt others to come) in organising a
weekend in the Kingdom of Fife this year, I have selected four illustrations
from that area. I hope that you will enjoy them.
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Above: Lower Largo – Seatown of Largo. ‘The birthplace of Alexander
Selkirk, who was the inspiration for Daniel Defoe’s “Robinson Crusoe”. A
statue marks the site. It used to be a fishing village and, in the 19th century,
there was steamboat service from Newhaven, Edinburgh. The viaduct over
the Keil Burn was described, when built (1857) as “an object of considerable
beauty” in the Fifeshire Advertiser. It took the East of Fife Railway from
Leven to Kilconquhar. Restoration work was carried out in 1993. The
Railway Inn (extreme right) is late 18th century.’ Grid reference NO 418025.
(Margaret Evans)

Above: Crail Station, Anstruther & St. Andrews Railway. ‘Opened in 1883
with the first section of the Anstruther & St. Andrews Railway. The building is
now part of the East Neuk Water Garden Centre.’ Grid reference NO
609075. (Margaret Evans)
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Above: Wemyss Private Railway, Bridge at Lochhead. ‘This bridge,
demolished in July 1997, took the branch line from the WPR mineral line to
Hugo transfer depot, at Coaltown of Wemyss, where it met a narrow gauge
line. In 1971, the Lochhead Colliery which, when opened in 1899 had been
called the Lady Lilian, closed; it was the last mine supplying coal to Methil
Docks. As a result of the mine workings, the lines around Checkbar Toll were
always slipping, causing a large crack in the bridge and the constant falling of
bricks, thus creating a hazard.’ Grid reference NT 320964. (Margaret Evans)

Above: East of Fife Railway. ‘One of the three remaining bridges between
Elie and St. Monans. I have long admired this wee bridge, clearly visible –
less than 200 yards – from the main road. Mainly, I suspect, because of its
architectural appeal; there cannot be many, still remaining, with two such
arches – one, tiny, over St. Monans Burn and the other, a more normal size,
over a path.’ Grid reference NO 521015. (Margaret Evans)
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Railway Rambling in North Norfolk
‘Skegness is so bracing’ said the Great Northern Railway’s famous poster of
1909. It forgot to mention that the same could be said for the whole of the
east coast, thanks to a wind that at times comes off the North Sea with all the
subtlety of a machete. Ron Strutt recommends that, this summer, you
escape Norfolk’s sea breezes by going inland a little and exploring some of
the county’s forgotten railway heritage …
We rarely see organised walks on the disused railways of Norfolk announced
in these pages. For most members, Norfolk is a little too far off the beaten
track for a day’s walking and there aren’t too many formal railway paths
available. Much of the Norfolk railway system closed before the idea of
turning them into paths caught on. The biggest closure of all, involving most
of the 180-mile Midland & Great Northern Joint (M&GN) system, happened as
far back as 1959, before Beeching even arrived at BR. (This was the first
time that an entire system was closed on a single day, anticipating what was
the happen to the Somerset & Dorset network just seven years later.) But
one route did survive long enough to become a superb railway walk and, if
you happen to be on holiday in Norfolk this summer, don’t miss the chance of
seeking it out.
When the majority of the M&GN system closed, one line remained open for
passengers – from Cromer through Sheringham to Melton Constable, with
freight continuing along the line from Melton Constable to Norwich City.
However, this posed a problem. Although Norwich City station was only a
mile across the city centre from Norwich Thorpe and its connections to the
rest of the rail network, the journey between the two by rail was a 60-mile one
via Cromer. As a result, in 1960, BR decided to cut this distance by almost
half by re-opening the former Great Eastern line from Wroxham through
Aylsham and connecting it to the M&GN Norwich City line by a new curve at
Themelthorpe, west of Reepham. Freight continued to use the new route for
over 20 years, gradually being cut back until the final regular traffic – concrete
beams and building components from a factory at Lenwade – ceased in 1983
and the line was closed.
The nine mile eastern end of the line, between Wroxham and Aylsham,
became the 15-inch gauge Bure Valley Railway which opened in 1990. It has
a footpath and cycleway alongside the track so that it is now possible to walk
or cycle one way and catch a train the other.
Beyond Aylsham, the trackbed has been converted into a railway path known
as ‘Marriott’s Way’ after William Marriott, chief engineer and manager of the
M&GN for 41 years. The path runs west through Reepham, where there is a
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superb café in the old station buildings, and on to the Themelthorpe curve.
Even today, this is quite an extraordinary sight and to see a train making its
way round it must have been amazing. The line curves sharply away, turning
so completely back on itself that if the train was of any great length its two
ends would have been travelling in opposite directions. At the end of the
curve, the line joins the old route at a spot which is still marked by one of the
M&GN’s unusual level crossing keeper’s cottages, built from concrete blocks
made at the company’s Melton Constable works. From there, the trackbed
continues to Whitwell & Reepham station. By this stage you’ll have walked
about 4 miles from Reepham station but will still be only a mile from it.

Above: Extract from the 1960 edition of sheet 125 of the 1” Ordnance Survey
showing the sinuous Themelthorpe Curve. This map conveniently passed out
of copyright on 1st January 2011 – just in time for this magazine!
For many years Whitwell & Reepham station was derelict and growing
increasingly decrepit. Even so, the station building managed to hang on, as
did the goods shed in the yard, complete with its last coat of LNER green
paint. Then, finally, the site was offered for sale by Norfolk County Council
and, miraculously, acquired in 2007 by rail enthusiast Mike Urry who, with a
group of enthusiastic volunteers, has set about restoring it, relaying track and
acquiring stock. The station reopened to ‘passengers’ in 2009, almost 50
years after it had closed.
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Heading south now, the trackbed continues to Lenwade, where the station
survives in private ownership, as does another crossing keeper’s cottage.
The overgrown site of the sidings for the concrete works is obvious, and an
LNER concrete permanent way hut survives in the bushes. Industrial
activities continue behind high fences.
At Lenwade, the line joins the valley of the peaceful River Wensum, a river
which it will cross a few times before it reaches Norwich. The next station
down the line at Attlebridge is now privately owned and the path diverts
around the site. The station itself has been much altered but is still
recognisable for what it is, not least because much of the typical LNER
platform fencing remains.

Above: One of the distinctive A-frame bridges on the former M&GN line
between Themelthorpe and Norwich City. Seasoned railway ramblers attest
that they have seen nothing like these anywhere else in the country. (Ron
Strutt)
Among the highlights of the line are the two surviving A-frame bridges which
carry it across the Wensum. Drayton station has completely vanished and
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has been replaced by an industrial estate. Its goods yard was busy with sand
traffic until the early 1970s. At Hellesdon station, though, the remains of a
platform can still be made out in the undergrowth. The Norwich suburbs have
expanded enormously in recent years with consequent traffic problems. The
railway path provides a quiet, safe route into the city centre, but wouldn’t it
have been wonderful if the line could have survived to play its part in easing
today’s congestion.
At first sight it appears as though all signs of Norwich City station have
vanished – the path ends suddenly on a roundabout on the ring road – but
look carefully enough in the undergrowth and there are all sorts of remains
waiting to be discovered by the more intrepid railway rambler.
To cover the 30 miles from Wroxham to Norwich City in a day would
challenge even the most enthusiastic trackbed basher, but the walk could be
shortened by taking the Bure Valley Train as far as Aylsham. The walk from
Reepham to Norwich, returning by bus, is a shorter alternative, whilst the
Reepham–Themelthorpe–Whitwell–Reepham loop would make a pleasant
afternoon’s stroll, just right for a break from sitting on the beach while
enjoying a holiday in Norfolk.

The Liverpool Loop Line
The Liverpool Loop Line runs in a nearly straight line from Halewood to
Aintree and at 15 miles is one of the longest railway-based cycle trails in the
Liverpool area. On Saturday 31st July 2010, members of the club’s North
Western Area explored the section from Halewood to West Derby. This
report is by area organiser Mark Jones and walk leader Bernard Parkinson.
Twelve railway ramblers turned out to enjoy a fine day on the southern half of
the Liverpool Loop Line. The walk started at Halewood Station, which was
opened in the 1980s on the site of Halewood East Junction. The original
Halewood Station (1874-1951) was a quarter of a mile to the east and now
demolished. Trains for both Liverpool and Aintree could stop at the original
station.
The Halewood end of the Liverpool Loop Line started with a triangular
junction, which enabled trains to access it from either Hunts Cross to the
south, or Halewood to the north. We started off on the east-north curve of the
triangle, within which was an extensive ‘raft’ of sidings. Just before the North
Junction, we followed one of these sidings south to the main line, from where
Hunts Cross East Junction and Hunts Cross station could be viewed from a
footbridge. From here we followed the west-north curve, now part of the
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Trans Pennine Trail, though little remains to be seen except embankments
and cuttings.

Above: Sketch map of the junctions at Halewood giving access to the
Liverpool Loop Line. (Editor)
From Halewood North Junction, we continued north on a long embankment
with wide views east to Tarbock and Cronton. Gateacre station (opened 1st
December 1879, closed 17th April 1972) was, after closure of the through
route to passengers in 1960, the terminus of a short stub from Hunts Cross
and was situated just north of Gateacre Brow, but little trace of it now
remains. Continuing on, we passed the site of Childwall station, again with
little trace. Next up was the Liverpool & Manchester Railway passing
overhead at Broad Green. The L&M tracks were lifted at the south side when
quadruple track was reduced to double track at nearby Broad Green station,
but all still had duplicated arches over the Loop Line. Thomas Lane Tunnel
was soon reached, a twin bore structure with one bore open for the trail and
the other not apparently blocked but awkward to access. On a short detour,
we passed a rather inconspicuous Georgian house, the lifelong home of a
well known celebrity who put Knotty Ash well and truly ‘on the map’.
Back at the railway, we descended to the trackbed through the entrance to
Knotty Ash & Stanley station, 1879-1960, down the ramp to the one surviving
platform. Passing Alder Hey Hospital, we reached a long, deep sandstone
cutting, cut vertically and smooth, with fascinating geology, formed by desert
sands blown by the winds when this part of the world was under the equator
millions of years ago. We viewed the geometry of the skew arches on the
road bridges and the spiral brickwork. Every bridge has twin arches, the
sandstone rock being cut out for the duplicated arch that was never used
since the cutting was never widened. The Cheshire Lines Committee (CLC)
must have had grandiose visions, and provided bridges for the future
widening of the route to accommodate anticipated freight traffic from the
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North Mersey at Huskisson and Langton Docks. All too soon, this lovely
stretch of line reached West Derby station (1879-1960), where we found the
platforms, ramps and station buildings all intact.

Above: The sandstone cutting north of Knotty Ash station. (Photograph from
upload.wikimedia.org and used under the Wikipedia ‘creative commons’
licence).

The Military Railways of Dean Hill
Member Roger Cleaver is renowned in this club for exploring little known and
out of the way railway systems – but can anyone out-cleaver Roger for an
inaccessible railway system? See what you think of this remarkable story by
Alan Clarke.
On the railway line south from Salisbury to Romsey is the passenger station
of Dean. A few miles either side of Dean station until recent years, there
have been sidings labelled on railway maps as East Grimstead and Dean Hill.
East Grimstead was a line into a chalk quarry. This provided the special
quality chalk necessary for making glossy paper such as that used in
newspaper colour magazines.
The other siding was into an MoD
establishment, but the MoD has now left. The siding was last used as the
45

storage facility for the Royal Navy’s nuclear depth charges, a weapon now
given up. The MoD tried transporting them by road, but the vehicle
overturned a few miles from the base and had to spend more than 24 hours
guarded by armed soldiers until officials could afford to hire a large enough
crane to recover it! Thus there was not much chance of exploring this railway
siding until after the MoD had left. What makes the site even more interesting
is that there was an extensive narrow gauge railway there too. Unfortunately,
upon closure this was quickly sold off and lifted.
The branch left the main line at about grid reference SU 283267 heading
west. It soon crossed a farm track via a level crossing. Luckily, there has
always been a public footpath along this farm track. However, before
crossing this track, the single line fanned out into a multitude of lines forming
a marshalling yard (see page 48). A Countryside Rights Of Way or ‘CROW’
notice preventing any public access to this marshalling yard from 8th August
2006 to 8th August 2012 between the hours of 00:00 and 23:59 is still on
display. Curiously, to my reading of this, the minute before midnight is not
covered. (This is normal military practice and is how the armed forces
represent midnight; it is intended to prevent ambiguity. For example, is 00:00
on 8th August 2012 the midnight that starts the day, or ends the day? Ed.)
After crossing the farm track via the level crossing, the single line carried on
for a few hundred yards then went through quite a deep cutting into the base
proper.
The MoD base has now been purchased for several million pounds and
turned into an industrial business park. The new owner has already got his
money back by leasing the ultra secure tunnels into the hillside to some
famous galleries for storing their works of art. Some of these tunnels date
back to before 1900 when the then land owner had his grand house
connected to parts of his estate via tunnels. His grand house was bulldozed
flat after the MoD bought it and the land – the military never even emptied the
house contents before the demolition, and the bedroom furniture and mirrors
could be seen being crushed. The farmer who observed this came back that
night several times and collected many of the special yellow bricks which
made up some of the house and used them for his garden path. The
existence of the tunnels was well known locally, and there were children in
the nearby village of Whiteparish who were often threatened with, ‘If you are
naughty, I’ll put you in the tunnels.’
Why did the MoD want the land and tunnels? The tunnels were extended
and used to store lease-lend TNT from the United States. They were also
used to house German prisoners of war. However some of the TNT went ‘off’
and had to be detonated. Everyone in the area was told to open all their
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windows. The explosion was relatively event-free except that one clod of
earth the size of a wheelbarrow flew some considerable distance before
going straight through someone’s roof.
Just after the war, a farmer was ploughing some land which was not usually
cultivated (he was trying to grow as much food as possible) when his tractor
broke through into one of the tunnels. It exposed the writings the German
prisoners had scrawled on the walls. Being a disused section of tunnel, he
just recovered his tractor and partially covered the hole up again. ‘You never
know when a bit of tunnel might come in handy.’
The entrance to the modern Dean Hill Business Park is via a road off the
public highway at SU 262267. Once inside the business park, one finds that
the narrow gauge rails are still in place across the road. The large scale
Ordnance Survey map shows how extensive the railway system was inside
the base. I believe that the railway also existed in all the tunnels, which the
OS map appears to bear out.
Permission is still needed to explore this fascinating area of dismantled
railways, much of which is underground. However, now that it is no longer an
MoD storage site for nuclear weapons, permission is not so hard to obtain as
previously. Also, does anyone know how to remove the CROW restrictions
rather than waiting until 8th August 2012?
Finally, how do I come to know all this? I live in nearby Salisbury and first
learned all this from my elders before passing on the knowledge myself. I
have also been a CTC cyclist for many, many decades, and have enjoyed
many rides in the Dean Hill area where I had occasional and tantalising
glimpses of this ‘off limits’ system.

Did You Know?
On 15th March 1961, Ernest Marples, then Minister of Transport, announced
that from 1st June 1961 Dr Richard Beeching would be the first Chairman of
the newly created British Railways Board. Dr. Beeching’s report, The ReShaping of British Railways, has been referred to elsewhere in this journal: it
was instrumental in the closure of some 6,000 miles of the national railway
network, with the closure process continuing unabated after Beeching left BR
in 1965. We have Beeching to thank for many of the lines we walk today,
although their potential for re-use as walks and cycle trail was not acted upon
until the early 1970s. Few lines closed at any time have been revived as
railways, Bathgate to Drumgelloch being one of the few exceptions.
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Above: The public notice announcing the lack of public access to the former
Dean Hill marshalling yard, which is the dark area in the middle of the map.
For further details, see the article starting on page 45. (Alan Clarke)
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Railway Ramblers’ Beer
Members with long memories (and big thirsts) will remember the competition
to find a railway-rambling-themed name for a seasonal beer to be produced
by the award-winning Arundel Brewery. This has not been forgotten, but the
brewery was overwhelmed by demand during 2010 and had to brew twice
daily, making for very long working days. A double-sized brewing plant has
now been installed so, hopefully, we’ll get a result some time during 2011.

Fareham to Gosport Bus Rapid Transit
Chris Bushell brings us up to date with a tangled planning saga in Hampshire.
The proposed conversion of the old Fareham to Gosport railway line into a
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) route has been severely delayed by legal challenges
from three local residents led by Vivienne Morge. The £20m scheme was
due to start in August 2009, but various court injunctions have held it back. In
July 2010, Ms. Morge’s appeal was finally thrown out by a High Court judge
who gave Hampshire County Council (HCC) the go ahead to start work. Her
application to stop the development was refused and the court dismissed two
of the three grounds on which she asked for leave to appeal. Her case then
went to the new UK Supreme Court where a decision is expected imminently,
and it could yet be referred to the European Court. Her case involves
complex arguments about what is meant by disturbance of habitats for
protected species and how that relates to European directives. HCC believes
that the last ground of appeal is really to clarify a point of law for the future
rather than any inherent problem with the BRT planning consent.
Since July 2010, work has started at three sites. At the northern limit of the
proposed route, a new access road is being created between the trackbed
and Redlands Lane involving major earthworks. Similar work is taking place
at the southern limit at Tichbourne Lane. Although the track has been lifted,
short sections still remain at Bedenham Sidings and just south of Fareham
station. The major effort, however, is concentrated at Newgate Lane where
massive groundworks are underway. The old railway bridge at Palmerston
Drive has been demolished and an embankment created to divert traffic away
from the original course of Newgate Lane. The trackbed has been lowered
by approximately 30 feet to enable the BRT route to pass under Newgate
Lane and foundations for a new bridge can clearly be seen under
construction. Those members who took part in the Fareham to Gosport Walk
in June 2009 will recall that the old trackbed crossed Newgate Lane on the
level. Clearly the original planned completion date of March 2011 is a ‘goner’,
but hopefully we will see the BRT running in early 2012.
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Programme of Walks
Thank You
I would like to begin this section with a word of thanks to our walk leaders, who are often
the unsung heroes of Railway Ramblers, organising and leading walks through all kinds of
weather. (If you think I am being glib about the weather, see Jane Ellis’s report on
Rosedale in North Yorkshire!) I would particularly like to thank all the ‘regulars’ who are
listed inside the front cover of this magazine, and especially Phillip Earnshaw and Chris
Parker who have kindly undertaken to set ‘the ball rolling’ in the Midlands and Wales
respectively. While I am writing, I was saddened to hear that Geoff Sargeant has suffered
a further blackout, and am sure that all members of the club will join me in hoping that his
doctor and other specialists will soon be able to identify, and remedy, what is wrong. Ed.

Format Changes
David Brace, our previous editor, was concerned that the programme of walks was taking
up too much of the magazine (16 out of 60 pages in the last issue) and reducing the space
available for news and articles. By contrast, walk leaders understandably wanted their
events given as much publicity as possible. I have tried to accommodate both views with a
compromise; namely, reducing the margins throughout the magazine and the font size for
this section, while including full details of all forthcoming events. The practice of publishing
events’ listings in a reduced font is a common one amongst voluntary organisations and
hobby magazines but, if members feel that this solution is a disaster, please tell me.

Introduction
If you require further details for any event listed, please contact the relevant walk leader.
When a walk leader’s address or telephone number is not provided below, please see the
list of club officers printed inside the front cover. Also, please check walk details a few
days beforehand, since arrangements may have to be changed at short notice.
Members are advised that they join all walks at their own risk.
Several members have asked, via emails, letters and questionnaires, for the walk details
to be listed in a consistent format, or at least to contain consistent details. The committee
is aware of this and plans to develop a suitable checklist or form, which can be made
available on demand and published on the club’s website. For the next issue, it would be
appreciated if walk leaders could ensure that they include the following for each walk:
• Day and date, e.g. Sun. 17th April
• Start and end points
• Distance
• Meeting time and place
• Lunch arrangements – especially important if a packed lunch is required
• Travel arrangements back to start, e.g. bus, train, car sharing
• Relevant sheet number(s) in the OS Landranger or (where known) Explorer series
• Walk leader name and contact details if not already published in the magazine
Next Edition: Will area organisers please supply their July to September walk
programmes to the new editor, Jonathan Dawson (see inside front cover), by 30 April.
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Chilterns
Sat. 2nd April. Old Ford to Beckton and Canning Town (8 miles), walking out via the
Northern Outfall Sewer, and back via the Port of London Authority Railway and the
Silvertown Tramway. The Northern Outfall Sewer was designed by Sir Joseph Bazalgette
after health problems in London (cholera in 1853 and the ‘Big Stink’ in 1858) forced the
authorities to take action. In recent years, its eastern end has been landscaped to form a
public footpath and cycle trail called The Greenway with signs made from old sewerage
pipes. Leader: Geoff Sargeant.
Sun. 24th April or Sat 22nd May, depending on members’ preference. Hatfield to St.
Albans (7 miles). See entry under Eastern Area.
Sat. 7th May. Woodford Halse to Culworth Junction circular along the GCR and SMJR
(10 miles). Leader: Dave Scott (telephone number removed).
Sat. 14th May. The GCR from Banbury to Culworth Junction (10 miles). Leader: Dave
Scott (telephone number removed).
Sun. 5th June. Hertford to Cole Green, possibly continuing on to Welwyn Garden City (3
or 6½ miles), hopefully with an opportunity to take in the Hertford Bus Rally. See entry
under Eastern Area.
Sun. 19th June. A Walk to the Sea. Wivenhoe to Brightlingsea (5 miles) or Saxmundham
to Aldeburgh (8¼ miles). See entry under Eastern Area.

Eastern
If you are interested in any of the following walks, please get in touch with Phil Wood, the
local area organiser, especially where there is a choice of date or route.
Sun. 10th April. Felstead to Braintree (6 miles). A walk along the east end of the former
GER branch line from Bishop’s Stortford to Braintree, postponed from 19th December last
when it was postponed due to the severe weather conditions. Ironically, Phil had 6 or 7
participants for this instead of none in previous years. Lunch will be at the Picture Palace,
the Wetherspoons pub in Braintree.
Sun. 24th April or Sat 22nd May, depending on members’ preference. Hatfield to St.
Albans (7 miles). A springtime walk along the popular Alban Way. There are some good
remains in St. Albans, including a viaduct over the River Ver, a high tunnel beneath the
Midland main line, and the former London Road station.
Sun. 5th June. Hertford to Cole Green, possibly continuing on to Welwyn Garden City (3
or 6½ miles). Phil hopes to tie this walk in with the Hertford Bus Rally. If you haven’t been
to a bus rally before, then give yourself a treat. There are usually dozens of beautifully
restored period buses and coaches to see, and the rides are free. ‘Yes! The owners of
the buses enjoy these days, when their buses actually carry passengers like they used to.
Back in the fifties and sixties, Sundays were the busiest days for the London Country Area,
and they had to borrow buses from the red Central Area in order to cope.’ (Source:
http://freespace.virgin.net/ian.smith/buses/CBR/CBR01.htm)
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Sun. 19th June. A Walk to the Sea. Wivenhoe to Brightlingsea (5 miles) or Saxmundham
to Aldeburgh (8¼ miles), depending on members’ preference. Please let Phil know which
you prefer. If Saxmundham to Aldeburgh is chosen, the small museum of local history at
Leiston – with working steam – can be visited, in which case the Brightlingsea walk can be
moved to July.

Midlands, East and West
Thanks to Phillip Earnshaw and Nigel Willis, we have a good programme of walks for the
East and West Midlands this quarter, so please come out and support them. The
committee hopes that this might encourage new friendships to form, and motivate local
members to set up a team to get something going on a regular basis.
Phillip Earnshaw’s walks are subject to amendment or cancellation. It doesn’t happen
often and there are always good reasons, but please confirm prior to travelling. No dogs,
please, on Phillip’s walks.
Sat. 9th April. Penkridge to Huntington (The Littleton Colliery Branch, 5½ miles) and
Stafford Round (2½ miles). A day out in the north Midlands following the Littleton Colliery
Branch from its junction to the former colliery site, both on the formation (with some private
land permission) and on nearby roads/footpaths. A bus will then be taken to Stafford
where we will walk a short section of the former Great Northern Line that came in from
Uttoxeter. Meet at Penkridge Station at 10:20 am after arrival of services from:
• Liverpool Lime Street (dep. 09:04), Crewe (dep. 09:49) and Stafford (dep. 10:10).
Connections are available from Manchester Piccadilly at 09.07 (change at Stafford)
and Preston at 08.17 (change at Crewe).
• Birmingham New Street (dep. 09:36).
Intermediate bus journey after lunch. Return to Stafford station for onward connections.
Please bring a packed lunch. OS Landranger 127. Leader: Phillip Earnshaw.
Sat. 21 May. Loughborough GCR Station to Woodthorpe and Quorn, returning via the
towpath of the Grand Union Canal (ca. 6 miles). See page 4 for further details. Leader:
Nigel Willis.
Sun. 22 May. Groby to Leicester West Bridge (ca. 7 miles). See page 4 for further
details. Leader: Nigel Willis.
Mon. 23 May. Loughborough to Coalville line (ca. 9 miles). See page 4 for further details.
Leader: Nigel Willis.
Sat 18th June. Railways Of Derbyshire (Revisited): Taddington Wood to Millers Dale.
See North West Area for further details. Leader: Phillip Earnshaw.

Midlands, South
There is a minor revision to Phillip Earnshaw’s weekend in the Forest of Dean, details of
which were published on pages 49-51 of magazine no. 128, q.v.:
• Sat. 12th and Sun. 13th March. Pre-Booking Only. Monmouth Troy to Lower
Lydbrook (10½ miles) and Lydney Circular Walk (7½ miles). No change.
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•

Mon. 14th March. Whitecliff Quarry to Lydney Junction (10 miles) – moved from Fri.
11th March.

Sat. 2nd April. Long Marston to Stratford on Avon (8 miles). Meet at Stratford on Avon
railway station at 10:00 am for a bus to Long Marston, then walk back. There is a
refreshment carriage serving light meals at the site of Milcote Halt, or bring a packed lunch
as preferred. Leader: Barry Bubb (telephone number removed).
Sat. 11th June. Chipping Norton to Kingham (6 miles). Meet at Kingham railway station
at 10:30 am for a bus to Chipping Norton, then walk back. Please bring a packed lunch.
Leader: Barry Bubb (mobile as above).

North East
No walks advised. Please contact the area organiser if you know of suitable walks in the
region and would like to participate in such walks, and/or help to organise them.

North West
The following walks are subject to amendment or cancellation. It doesn’t happen often
and there are always good reasons, but please confirm prior to travelling. No dogs,
please, on Phillip Earnshaw’s walks. Contact telephone numbers are as follows:
• Phillip Earnshaw: telephone number removed
• Mark Jones: telephone number removed
A number of special events are being run in 2011 to celebrate two milestones, namely
Mark Jones’s 50th birthday and Phillip Earnshaw’s 10th anniversary of running walks for
the club.
Sat. 7th May. Pre-Booking Only. The Stainmore Route, Ravenstonedale to Kirkby
Stephen (8 miles). This is one of the best railway walks in north west England, combining
beautiful scenery and stunning engineering in equal measure. The route follows an
attractive and unspoiled trackbed through the Smardale Nature Reserve, passing over
Smardale Gill Viaduct and under Smardale Viaduct, the tallest structure on the Settle to
Carlisle Railway. Other items of interest can be seen en route including Severals, a former
settlement, and the Giants’ Graves (pillow mounds). At Kirkby Stephen East, it is hoped to
view the station area, where a preservation group is based, and to take refreshment before
concluding our walk over Podgill and Merrygill Viaducts to Hartley Quarry and thence to
Kirkby Stephen itself. Meet at Kirkby Stephen West Station, car drivers at 10:05 am to sort
out cars prior the arrival of the train services from Leeds and Carlisle. Others meet at
10:35 on arrival of services from Leeds (dep. 8:49) and Carlisle (dep. 9:26). Car share to
Newbiggin-on-Lune and return car share to Kirkby Stephen West station for Leeds/Carlisle
and onward connections. Please bring a packed lunch. OS Landranger 91 or Explorer
OL19. Leader: Fred Thornton.
Fri. 27th May to Mon. 30th May. Hadrian Weekend – Short Break. Details appear
below, but please note that walks 2, 3 and 4 are by pre-booking only by 18th May to
organiser Phillip Earnshaw.
Fri. 27th May. Walk 1: Carlisle’s Railways (6 miles). To start off the holiday, Brian Slater
has kindly offered his services to run an afternoon tour (around 4 hours duration) covering
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many of the former railways of Carlisle, a centre which was home to several different
railway companies in its heyday. Meet at Carlisle Station at 2:15 pm after arrival of
services from Birmingham New Street (dep. 11:20 am), Manchester Piccadilly (dep. 12:16
pm), Preston (dep. 12:58 pm), Leeds (dep. 10:49 am), Newcastle (dep. 12:39 pm),
Edinburgh Waverley (dep. 12:51 pm) and Glasgow Central (dep. 12:40 pm). Return
connections available from Carlisle. OS Landranger 85. Leader: Brian Slater (contact via
Phillip Earnshaw).

Above: Langley station is now open to the public as the Garden Café and is seen here in
bright sunshine on 19th July 2009. Being of timber construction, this is a lucky survivor ,
as is the station clock. For a chance to visit, see the North West Area’s walk on Sat. 28th
May. (Phillip Earnshaw)
Sat. 28th May. Pre-Booking Only. Walk 2: The Allendale Branch, Catton to Haydon
Bridge (9½ miles). A one-off chance to view most of the former Allendale branch, with
permission, from its terminus to Elrington following the River South Tyne to Haydon
Bridge. As well as enjoying the glorious scenery throughout, participants will get the
opportunity to view Allendale, Staward, Langley and Elrington stations, Langley now being
open to the public as the Garden Café where an afternoon break will be taken. Meet at
Hexham bus station at 10:30 am after arrival of rail services from Carlisle (dep. 08:30 am),
Haydon Bridge (dep. 09:14) and Newcastle (dep. 09:24) for bus service 688 to Catton.
Car drivers park in Haydon Bridge and use the above service. Return to Haydon Bridge
for connections to the above locations. It is hoped to be back in Haydon Bridge for 5:15
pm. Please bring a packed lunch. OS Landranger 87. Leader Phillip Earnshaw.
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Sat. 28th May. Pre-Booking Only. Walk 2, Optional Extra: Late Afternoon Ramble at
Corbridge (2 miles). After the main walk, participants have the choice to return back to
base or travel on the 5:21 pm to Corbridge for a 2 mile round walk to view Farnley Scar
Tunnel (170 yards), bypassed in the 1960's, which was open in 2010 but is understood to
be under threat. Either way, the west portal should be visible if not the tunnel itself. Note:
Torch required / hard hat advised. Return services available to Newcastle, Hexham,
Haydon Bridge and Carlisle. OS Landranger 87. Leader Phillip Earnshaw.
Sun. 29th May. Pre-Booking Only. Walk 3: Lord Carlisle’s Railway (Main Line) and the
Brampton Town Branch, Lambley to Brampton (10½ miles). This is a spectacular and
unique walk along one of Britain’s least known private lines. Never running a passenger
service, Lord Carlisle’s Railway opened in part in the 18th century as a horse-drawn
waggonway and enjoyed a number of changes of route as it in turn served mines and
quarries, and brought general goods to a remote and inaccessible area. A mixture of
private land and official footpaths will be followed as we trace the course of the line’s main
route, structures and key sites. This will be followed by a walk along the short branch from
Brampton Junction to Brampton Town. Meet at the town end of Station Road, Brampton,
at 9:45 am for car sharing to Lambley. Pub Lunch. OS Landranger 86. Leader: Mark
Jones.
Mon. 30th May. Pre-Booking Only. Walk 4: The Langholm Branch from Langholm to
Canonbie (9½ miles). This will be a day on private land exploring the vast majority of the
former branch from Riddings to Langholm, from its Langholm terminus to Canonbie,
stopping short of the line’s former junction with the Waverley Route due to the viaduct over
the Liddel Water being securely fenced off. The major features on this line are the aforementioned viaduct, the only one of three that has survived, and the former stations at
Gilnockie and Canonbie. Meet at Langholm town centre (near the junction with the B709
to Eskdalemuir) at 10:00 am after arrival of the rail link bus service from Carlisle (dep.
09:10 am from Bus Stop A in English Street, just outside the station entrance). If buses
are not running due to this being a bank holiday, a car share will be arranged. Return bus
service from Canonbie to Carlisle for onward connections. Please bring a packed lunch.
OS Landrangers 79 and 85. Leader: Phillip Earnshaw.
Sat. 18th June. Pre-Booking Only – for lifts to be arranged back from Millers Dale to
Taddington. Railways of Derbyshire (Revisited): Taddington Wood to Millers Dale (10
miles). This is a repeat of a walk last conducted by the North West group in 2002 but in a
very different form. As most of the closed tunnels on the former Midland main line through
the Peak District are due to be opened by early April, this walk is designed to be a
celebration of the beauty and engineering of the line. Rather than an end to end walk, the
route chosen will aim to show the formation and some of the structures from a number of
different perspectives. Meet at Taddington Wood car park (grid reference SK 171707) at
11:10 am after arrival of the Transpeak bus service from Buxton station (dep. 10:34 am)
and Buxton Market Place (dep. 10:40 am), and also the Transpeak bus service from
Matlock station (dep. 10:37 am). Return from Millers Dale in cars to Taddington for
onward bus connections. Note: The tunnels en route are Headstone (533 yards),
Cressbrook (471 yards), Litton (515 yards), Chee Tor No. 1 (401 yards), Chee Tor No. 2
(94 yards) and Rusher Cutting (121 yards). N.B. The light levels in the tunnels are low so
a torch is required, and a hard hat is advised. Refreshments should be available at
Monsal Head and in Miller’s Dale. Please bring a packed lunch. OS Landranger 119 or
Explorer OL24. Leader: Phillip Earnshaw.
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Scotland
No walks advised. Please contact the area organiser if you know of suitable walks in the
region and would like to participate in such walks, and/or help to organise them.

South West
No area organiser – volunteers are invited. Please contact the club’s Secretary in the first
instance.

Southern
Sat. 30 April. Pre-Booking Only – in order to ensure that the local bus operator provides
a vehicle with enough seats! West Bay to Toller Porcorum (11 miles). This walk will cover
most of the former Bridport branch and its later extension from Bridport to West Bay. We
cannot walk from Toller to the former junction at Maiden Newton because negotiations for
a cycle trail are in progress here. Meet at Toller Porcorum outside The Old Swan public
house (disused) at 9:20 am for the 9:30 service to Bridport, West Bay Road (arr. 10:47).
There is a free car park in Toller opposite the village hall (behind the church), while The
Old Swan and adjoining bus stop will be found at grid reference SY 563979, across the
road from the former Toller station. Using the bus will keep our costs down and eliminate
the need to shuffle cars through a web of country lanes where it is easy to get lost. In the
unlikely event that the bus service is withdrawn (and it has survived for 35 years), the walk
leader will hire a minibus in which case participants will be asked to contribute to the cost.
We will keep this charge as low as possible – hopefully, about £7 although ever-rising fuel
prices will have a bearing on this. Pub lunch at The Loders Arms, Loders (6 miles into the
walk). OS Landrangers 193 and 194 or Explorers 116 and 177. Leader: Jeff Vinter.
Sat. 14 May. Yarmouth to Freshwater (6 miles). Meet at Yarmouth Ferry Terminal at
10:30 am after arrival of the 9:45 ferry from Lymington Pier (unless re-timed – please
check beforehand on www.wightlink.co.uk). There is a regular train service to Brockenhurst on the south west main line from Waterloo to Bournemouth; change at Brockenhurst
for the half hourly branch service to Lymington Pier (approx. 10 minute journey). The walk
follows an attractive course close to the River Yar on the trackbed of the former
Freshwater, Yarmouth & Newport Railway, which closed in 1953. Lunch at the ‘End of the
Line’ café at the site of Freshwater station prior to walking back to Yarmouth. Upon return,
we will catch the ‘Needles Breezer’ open top bus which runs right to The Battery (National
Trust) at the far point of the headland affording great views across the western Solent and
the mainland; it offers an exhilarating ride. Return via the ‘Breezer’ to Yarmouth for
ferry/trains home. In 2009, the flat rate fare on open top bus services on the IoW was £10
for the day, so there might be some increase by time of the walk. Senior Citizen passes
are not valid on these buses – this concession was abolished in 2008. OS Landranger
196 or Explorer 29. Leader: Jeff Yalden (telephone number removed).
June. The June walk will be decided at the Southern Area’s planning meeting in February
and announced on the message board, accessible from the club’s website. This walk, and
all others from July 2011 to May 2012 at least, will be published in a newsletter and
circulated to all Southern Area members, as usual.
Events in London: Don Kennedy has advised no ‘Lost Railways of London’ walks for this
quarter, but has supplied a list of other events which may be of interest to members.
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These can be found on the message board (available via the club’s website) under the
heading, ‘Railway Walks and Talks in London, April-June 2011’.

Wales
The club is delighted to welcome Chris Parker as area organiser for Wales and urges all
members who can to support the following walks, which offer some great walking
opportunities on rare and wonderful railways set amongst rare and wonderful scenery. We
would also like to thank Chris’s friends and colleagues from the Welsh Railways Research
Circle (WRRC), who are helping out with some of these events.
Sat. 2nd and Sat. 23rd April. Pre-Booking Only – for privately hired minibus with limited
seating. Plynlimon and Hafan Tramway (ca. 7½ miles to Talybont or 10 to Llandre). An
exploration of the extensive remains of this short-lived line, closed in 1899, in a
spectacular and remote area of Mid Wales. Starting near the top of its main incline, 1360
ft. above sea level, we will walk the upper section to Hafan Quarry and then downhill to
Talybont and, if time permits, Llandre. Meet at 10:15 am at Caersws station car park after
arrival of the train from Birmingham International (due 10:13) for hired minibus to start of
walk, returning by service bus from Talybont or Llandre then rail from Machynlleth or Borth
respectively. Please bring a packed lunch (ideally needs to be mostly eaten before the
start of the walk since there’s a lot to fit in). OS Landranger 213. Leader: Chris Parker.
Contact walk leader (see inside front cover) for further details as soon as possible if you
wish to participate, advising your preference as to the dates given above.
Should postponement be necessary because of bad weather, the walk may take
place on Saturdays 16th April and/or 14th May instead.
Sat. 4th June. Fairbourne to Barmouth (2½ miles). A leisurely walk, previously
conducted for the WRRC, to look at the structural design and maintenance of the 800 yard
Barmouth Bridge and the remains of the Solomon Andrews Tramway near its southern
end, drawing on the leader’s extensive research in preparation for an Oakwood Press
publication. Meet at 11:45 am at Fairbourne station on arrival of the 11:00 Machynlleth to
Pwllheli rail service with connections from Birmingham and Shrewsbury. Return by 16:53
train from Barmouth, due at Fairbourne 17:01, Machynlleth 17:58, Shrewsbury 19:25,
Birmingham New Street 20:26 and Birmingham International 20:50. If arriving by rail, book
return ticket(s) to Barmouth. Please bring a packed lunch. OS Explorer OL23. Leader:
Brian Poole of WRRC (contact via Chris Parker, if necessary).
Sat. 11th June. Pre-Booking Only – for privately hired minibus with seating for 15 plus
one leader. Tylwch to Marteg (Mid Wales line, 8 miles or 8½ if a detour is required). A
walk along one of the most scenic and least obstructed sections of this much requested
route. If the Full Brook does not live up to its name on this day, we will ford it twice north
of Glan-yr-Afon Halt, otherwise a detour via rights of way will be necessary. Meet at 10:15
at Caersws station car park after arrival of the train from Birmingham International due at
10:13 for hired minibus to the start of the walk (cost to be shared between participants on
the day), returning by X75 service bus from Marteg Bridge at 17:23. Please bring a
packed lunch, although a brief pub stop may be possible at Pantydwr. OS Explorers 200
and 214. Leaders: Brian Stone of WRRC and Chris Parker.
A repeat of this event will be considered if it is heavily oversubscribed
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Yorkshire
Mon. 11th April. Informal monthly meeting at 8:00 pm in the dining area of the Beckett’s
Bank pub, Park Row, Leeds city centre.
Sat. 17th April. Chesterfield Railways and Canal Circular Walk (5 miles). Meet at 10:15
am at Chesterfield station to view the remains of the local railway and canal infrastructure
including the Midland and MS&L stations, Tapton House, George Stephenson's grave, the
LD&EC Market Place station, the MR Brampton branch, etc. Pub lunch. OS Landranger
121. Leader: Brian Slater.
Sat. 7th May. Ravenstonedale to Kirkby Stephen. Joint event with the North West Area –
see their section for full details.
Mon. 9th May. Informal monthly meeting. Arrangements as per Mon. 11th April.
Fri. 27th to Mon. 30th May. Carlisle and Hexham Weekend. Joint event with the North
West Area – see their section for full details.
Sat. 11th June. Deerhill Reservoir, Meltham (7 miles). A linear walk tracing the reservoir
railway, quarry incline and horse-drawn tramways along the catch-water drains at high
level above the Colne and Wessenden valleys. Meet at Huddersfield Station at 10:25 am
to catch a bus to Meltham. The walk ends at Marsden station. Please bring a packed
lunch. OS Landranger 110. Leader: Mike Warrington.
Mon. 13th June. Informal monthly meeting. Arrangements as per Mon. 11th April.

Branch Line Society
Members of the club are cordially invited to join the following BLS events. Please notify
Mr. N.J. Hill (telephone number removed) if you wish to participate in any of these.
Wed. 14th April. East Lancashire Railway (Clifton Junction to Radcliffe). Follow the route
of the original ELR from Clifton Junction on the Manchester to Bolton main line. Meet at
Clifton station at 17:48 after arrival of the 17:36 departure from Manchester Victoria.
Return by Metrolink tram. Leader: Alan Brackenbury.
Wed. 11th May. Ticknell Tramway/Melbourne Branch. An evening walk from Ashby de la
Zouch to explore the remains of the Ticknell Tramway and later Midland Railway
Melbourne branch. It is hoped to include a visit to the restored Ashby station building.
Meet ca. 18.00 in Ashby de la Zouch (final details to be confirmed). Leader: Tom Gilby.
Mon. 16th May. Snibston Colliery Railway plus exploration of nearby early local lines.
Join a Leicestershire County Council sponsored guided visit to the Snibston Colliery
Railway (small fee, may be an extra option of a ride on the now preserved section of the
line). After the visit, there will be an exploration of early lines in the area, including the
Swannington Incline. Meet before 11:00 in Coalville town centre. Leader: Tom Gilby

Northumberland Railway Walks Society
For details of the current NRWS programme, please see www.northrailwalks.org.uk.
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Left: Mount Pleasant Tunnel (often
referred to as Burlish Tunnel) is on
the ‘lost’ part of the Severn Valley
Railway between Bewdley and
Hartlebury via Stourport. On 21st
January 2009, it made a striking
photograph thanks to flood water
just inside the portal.
The Severn Valley Railway owns
this structure, plus some of the
adjacent trackbed. The tunnel is
about two thirds of a mile south of
Bewdley south junction, i.e. before
Stourport is reached. (Presumably
the SVR acquired it with a view to its
possible use as a secure store.)
Much of the trackbed through
Stourport has been built over, so
reinstatement of this missing rail link
is impossible. However, between
SO 817718 and SO 837721, 1¼
miles of the trackbed are used as a
railway path called the Leapgate
Country Park. Richard Lewis

Access to the Online Gazetteer
Period
1st January to 31st March 2011
1st April to 30th June 2011

Username
Bonanza
EKR98obi

Password
Hoss430
Shep256

Please note that the above details are case-sensitive and must be entered exactly as
shown above.

Copy and Publishing Deadlines
Issue
Spring
Summer
Autumn
Winter

Copy Deadline
31st January
30th April
31st July
31st October

Published In
March
June
September
December

Walks Programme
April–June
July–September
October–December
January–March

Note that the walks programme in each issue now covers three instead of four months in
order to avoid publishing the same information twice, as used to happen with walks taking
place in March, June, September and December. This change conserves space so that
more articles can be published in the main section of the magazine.
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AIMS
The aims of Railway Ramblers are as follows:
1.

To discover, explore and document disused railway lines.

2.

To encourage interest in the walking and conservation of
abandoned railway lines.

3.

To bring to the attention of the appropriate authorities those
disused lines which we consider to be suitable for
conversion into public footpaths or cycleways.

4.

To promote signposting, clearing of undergrowth etc. on
converted lines.

5.

To create regional groups of the society through the United
Kingdom with area teams to organise local activities.

6.

To bring together members of Railway Ramblers to walk
the routes of abandoned railways in different parts of the
country.

7.

To disseminate up-to-date information through reports,
newsletters, etc.

8.

To respect private property and the Country Code at all
times.

Annual Subscriptions
Category
Household
Overseas
Group

Details
One or more at the same address
As Household but for members abroad
Group of 10 or more

Cost p.a.
£8.00
£12.00
£24.00

Donations
General Fund – for expenses not directly concerned with this magazine,
e.g. negotiations with landowners, etc.
Footpath Fund – for the creation and promotion of disused railway lines
as public footpaths/cycleways.
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