
A Hebridean railway path 

During the First World War iron ore was mined on the Hebridean island of Raasay, with much of the work being 

done by German prisoners of war.  A cable-worked railway, about 1½ miles long, was constructed to carry the ore 

from the mine down to Raasay pier.  The trackbed can be walked and is signposted as a path.  However, it is very 

rough and not suitable for cyclists.  The remains of the railway and mine are designated a Scheduled Monument and 

are described in detail at http://data.historic-

scotland.gov.uk/pls/htmldb/f?p=2300:35:4059135499532823::::P35_SELECTED_MONUMENT:6594 

 

There was a steep incline down to Raasay pier.  Ore was calcinated here and some ruins of the plant survive 

 

A signpost directs walkers up the incline 

http://data.historic-scotland.gov.uk/pls/htmldb/f?p=2300:35:4059135499532823::::P35_SELECTED_MONUMENT:6594
http://data.historic-scotland.gov.uk/pls/htmldb/f?p=2300:35:4059135499532823::::P35_SELECTED_MONUMENT:6594


 

View down the incline to the pier.  The ferry to Skye now goes from a modern pier about 1½ miles away 

 

The cable was in more than one section and this building housed the winding gear for hauling wagons up and down 

the incline to the pier 



 

The trackbed heads off across the moor.  Like most cable-worked lines it is almost entirely straight.  The highest 

point on Raasay, Dun Caan (443m above sea level), can be seen on the horizon 

 

Here is a shallow cutting, but the railway mostly followed the natural ground level 



 

There is a winding house at the mid-point of the line, where there was a branch to a second mine 

 

 There was a high viaduct on the upper section of the line.  Just the concrete abutments and three piers remain, so 

walkers have to descend into the glen and up the other side, using steep and rough steps 



 

The tree-covered embankment beyond the viaduct 

 

The view towards the Cuillin Hills on Skye from near the top of the upper section 



 

Mine buildings near the end of the line and the only surviving bridge, which shows that the wagons must have been 

very small 

   

The entrance to the mine.  Men would have had to crouch to enter it. 


