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Bennerley Viaduct Summer Newsletter
Dear Jeff
The project to reopen the viaduct is moving ahead with a full head of steam. The newsletter aims to
update you with recent key developments which have taken place and to inform you of forthcoming
events and opportunities to become involved.
Like you, I look forward to the day, hopefully in the not too distant future when wheels will be rolling
over the viaduct again as this magnificent piece of engineering is brought back into use as a
walking and cycling trail. The community is rightly proud of this majestic example of our industrial
heritage. There is only one other viaduct like Bennerley in the country so it really is a local and
national treasure.
My thanks to you all for the magnificent support and the vision that you are bringing to the project.
With best wishes
Kieran Lee
Bennerley Viaduct Project
(Sustrans: Community Development Officer)
kieran.lee@sustrans.org.uk
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The award winning Friends of Bennerley Viaduct collect their trophy and
certificates at the recent Nottinghamshire Community Greenwood awards
ceremony.
Next Meetings
Monday August 22nd 7:00pm Ilkeston Community Fire Station. Derby Road
DE7 5EZ (opposite Bowling Alley)
Monday September 26th, 7:00 pm Dewdrop Inn, Station Road, Ilkeston. DE7
5TE
The Friends group come from a wide cross section of the community and they have given this project
such a major boost forwards. Some tasks which the Friends group have been involved in include:



Volunteer workdays,



assisting with the planning of the project,



working with Sustrans engineers sharing ideas for the deck of the viaduct,



contributing to the current exhibition at the Erewash Museum,



sharing ideas and developing them



leading guided walks.

You are invited to join us as a Friend of Bennerley Viaduct and become actively involved in a project
which will bring so many positives to the area. Come and join us. You will be most welcome.
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James successfully removes a tree root from one of the brick piers under the
viaduct.
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Next Workparties
Saturday August 20th
Saturday September 17th.
Meet at the Bridge Inn, Cotmanhay at 10:00 am and work through until about
3:30
If you want to get a bit of free exercise with good company in the great
outdoors, come and join us on a workparty. The next work party is this
Saturday 20th August
If you can only come for an hour or two, then that is fine.






We are removing vegetation from the pier bases and cutting a new path
under the viaduct. Tools provided. Come with decent footwear. Shorts
unsuitable due to thorns, brambles and nettles. We have protective
gloves.
It would be helpful to know if you are joining us on a workday as this
assists with the planning of the day
Contact kieran.lee@sustrans.org.uk or 07823-536941

Erewash Museum
Ilkeston Woodside Model Railway Society have made this superb set which
includes a train carrying iron ore to Stanton and an Awsworth bound passenger train. Your
last chance to see steam going over the Bennerley Viaduct will be this Saturday, 20th
August in the Hayloft at the Erewash Museum The layout includes a scale model of a
section of Bennerley Viaduct which has been constructed by Paul Toplis. Try to see this
fantastic set at the weekend.
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Zeppelin Workshop Friday 26th August.
Kapitänleutnant Stabbert did not manage to destroy the viaduct with the Zeppelin attack in
1916 but to celebrate the viaduct's narrow escape, (unlike the local signal box) there will
be a model zeppelin building workshop at the museum on Friday 26th August. Contact the
museum on 0115 907 1141 to book a place.

Last day of Exhibition Tuesday August 30th
The last day to see the exhibition at the Erewash museum will be on Tuesday,
August 30th. After that it will go "on tour" back over the Erewash where it can
be seen in Awsworth Parish Hall. It will then head for Awsworth Primary School.
If you know of any venues which would want to host the exhibition (this
includes an 8ft x 4 ft scale model of the proposals), please let me know.

Above. A group enjoy and appreciate the rich natural heritage of the area in a walk led by Jim
Steele

Guided Walks
Enjoy the magnificent view from the deck of Bennerley Viaduct.
A series of guided walks are being arranged by the Friends of Bennerley
Viaduct who are happy to share their knowledge and passion for viaduct with
you.
The walks will take approximately two hours and include terrain on public
footpaths and on less explored terrain under the viaduct. Dress according to the
weather conditions. Shorts are NOT recommended as there are many thorns,
brambles and nettles under the viaduct.
Boots or shoes with a decent grip advised. If wet, some of the paths can get
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really muddy. There will be the option on all walks to view the Erewash Valley
from the deck of the viaduct.
D.H.Lawrence Festival Walk. This walk will leave the Bridge Inn Cotmanhay at
2:00 pm on Saturday 27th August. See link to DH Lawrence Festival
Heritage Open Days. As part of the Heritage open days, two walks are being
organised on Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th of September departing from the
Bridge Inn at 11:00 am.
Enjoy your wonderful local countryside, enjoy your natural and built heritage
and enjoy a pint in the Bridge Inn after the walk.
If you want to take part, it would be helpful if you book a place by e mail or
phone


kieran.lee@sustrans.org.uk or 07823-53694

Voices from the Viaduct:
Jackie Brewster (left) from Radio Erewash Sound captures the unofficial and more personal history of
the viaduct from stories told by local people.
On a soaking wet morning, Paul Atchinson, Roger Moakes, Paul Toplis, Pete Abbott, Kevin Noone and
Brian Barfield told their stories about their misspent youth collecting train numbers in the Bennerley area.
The group was well represented by "Bennerley Bucketbangers," the name given to the alumni from
nearby Bennerley School. (now demolished) A radio programme should be forthcoming shortly which will
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broadcast the crazy entertaining stories from this group who love Bennerley Viaduct as much now as they
did in their youth. Many thanks to Erewash Sound 96.8FM for working with us and creating what will be a
wonderful piece of radio and oral history.

Free Presentations:
The Iron Giant that Survived
If you belong to a group that has an interest in the future of the viaduct, I would be happy to give your
group an audio visual presentation about the fascinating history of the viaduct and the plans to bring the
viaduct back into use as a walking and cycling trail.
There will be no charge for the presentation.
The presentation will last about an hour though this can be contracted or expanded depending on the
requirements of your group.
Contact Kieran for further details. kieran.lee@sustrans.org.uk

Our thanks to:
Top left: Paul Miller and Grant Shaw for a superb evening talk about the railways around Ilkeston.
Top Right: Dave Gent C.Eng MICE for a really informative guided walk on the structure, design and materials use in the construction
of Bennerley Viaduct.
Bottom Left. Jim Steele for sharing with us the wealth of flora and fauna in the Bennerley Viaduct area.
Bottom Right. Paul Atchinson for sharing and demonstrating his artistic skills in a workshop at Erewash Museum. The image shows
his work in progress.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP.
1. Forward this newsletter to a friend who may be interested in the Bennerley Viaduct Project. If they e mail
me, I will keep them updated with the project's development.
2. Like our Facebook page and make contributions to it. Please feel free to share your ideas, stories, and
images. Bennerley viaduct Friends Group.
3. Take five minutes to fill in the "Beneficiary survey."
The survey will ask you about your interest in the project. The survey is confidential, The information will
be collated and used to support our future bids for funding. It is critical that we get as many people as
possible to fill in the surveys. Click below for the survey
4. Join us at our meetings and workdays. You will be made most welcome.
For any further information about the project, please contact Kieran Lee

kieran.lee@sustrans.org.uk

click for survey
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