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Proposed cycleway

In September 2008 representatives from Hawkhurst, Goudhurst, Horsmonden and Paddock Wood
Parish Councils met to discuss the possibility of converting all or part of the former line into a trail
which could be used by cyclists and walkers.®®! The proposal was supported by Kent County
Council and a 2-mile (3.2 km) section between Hawkhurst and Goudhurst has been identified as
being easily convertible into a trail. The remainder to Paddock Wood is said to be "more difficult but
not impossible"."™ Horsmonden Parish Council has declined to participate in the scheme on the
basis that any trail would not be able to follow the former railway alignment in its area due to private
ownerships and in-filled sections.””” On 10 June 2011, Kent County Council organised a walk of the
trackbed from Gills Green to demonstrate the work that would be needed to convert the trackbed for
use by walkers and cyclists. The Kent and Sussex Courier reported that the project was keenly
supported by all parish councils involved except for Horsmonden. The scheme was initially
suggested by Hawkhurst Community Partnership.”" The proposed cycleway will be known as The
Hop Pickers' Line should it be constructed. On 15 July 2011, it was reported that an application for a
£1,000,000 grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund was to be made in the coming week, with the result
of the application being known in September 2011.1°%
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